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Fourth Sunday of Easter 2017 Evensong 

Ezra 3: 1 – 13; Ephesians 2: 11 – 22 

 

This evening we have heard the writer to the 

Ephesians say that the saving grace of God in Jesus 

Christ has created a new humanity . . . whatever that 

might mean.  God is the creator of the world.  But the 

very nature of what he created has shifted through the 

coming of Jesus, and his death and resurrection.  The 

old, pre-Jesus understanding, the old world view, was 

that God created the Jewish people to be his chosen 

people; and that everybody else was outside of that 

special relationship. 

 

As religious belief become more sophisticated through 

Old Testament days, it became necessary to do some 

fancy foot work to keep that idea coherent.  It was all 

right when religion was primitive.  Each tribe had their 

own god – that’s god spelt with a small g.  And there 

were as many rival gods as there were rival tribes.  

Each tribe could goad the other that their god was 

stronger than the others tribes’ just as school kids 

boast that their Dad is stronger than their classmates’. 

 

The problem arose when it came to be seen that the 

tribal god of the Hebrew people was in fact God with a 

capital G:  God almighty who made everything in 

heaven and in earth.  And yet they clung onto the idea 

that, even though he was God almighty, he was still 

their tribal god.  They squared the circle by coming to 

the conclusion that, although God was God of 

everything, they were special to him because they had 

a special role.  That special role was to be a light to the 

nations.  It was to reveal the nature of God to 

everybody else. 

 

What the writer to the Ephesians argues is not that 

this role has been abolished, but rather, that the 

category of people who exercise this role has been 

expanded to include anybody who is in Christ, and that 

can be people of Jewish heritage and people of non-

Jewish heritage.  The division between those two 
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categories has been removed.  It is as if the wall in the 

Temple – the Temple which we saw in our reading 

from Ezra was so controversially built (it’s always good 

to be reminded that what seems sacred through 

tradition was once a controversial innovation) – that 

wall that prevented non-Jewish, gentile people from 

entering the holy part of the temple – kept them far off 

and prevented them from being near to God – it’s as if 

that wall has now been broken down.  Anybody can be 

brought close to God through Jesus; anybody y can be 

part of this new humanity, and anybody can exercise 

the role that used to be exclusively for the Jewish 

people. 

 

That role, of course, is to show the light of God, as 

revealed in Christ, to everybody else.  There is nothing 

in God that is not Christ-like.  We are told in St.John’s 

Gospel that Jesus said that anybody who had seen him 

had seen the Father.  So the role of this new humanity 

is to be sufficiently Christ-like to reveal the nature of 

the Father.  And the defining attribute of Christ is that 

he is a force for reconciliation:  he reconciles Jew and 

Gentile to one another; and he reconciles both Jew and 

Gentile to God.  Therefore, for the new humanity to be 

faithful in its role of revealing the light of Christ, it 

must be a force for reconciliation. 

 

So, the conclusion we’ve come to us is that Christians 

should be a force for reconciliation.  And there is a lot 

to be reconciled.  The decision to have a referendum 

on a simple in/out question about EU membership has 

had a seriously corrosive effect on the standards of our 

public discourse.  The result of that referendum is not 

the point.  It would have been just the same if the 

Remainers had narrowly won.  The point is that the 

process of the referendum bitterly divided us into 

Leavers and Remainers.  

 

And now there is little respect for differing opinions.  

There is an alarming growth of bitterness and enmity.  

The right wing media – which is the overwhelming 

majority of the printed media -denounce those, who in 
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constitutional terms serve in loyal opposition to Her 

Majesty’s government, as saboteurs of the national 

interest and delegitimise debate about government 

policy.  On the other hand, it seems that the far left 

seeks to divide us on other lines and to stoke up class 

hatred.  And however bad things seem here, it’s 

probably even worse in France. 

 

It is into this toxic atmosphere that Christians must 

model the force for reconciliation that is Christ.  We 

must refuse to be drawn along by these divisive forces.  

We mustn’t name call, be it Remainers calling Leavers 

bigots, or Leavers calling Remainers unpatriotic 

remoaners.  But it will take more than frankly trite and 

obvious words in a ten-minute Sunday evening 

sermon to equip us to resist.  The forces at work here 

are incredibly powerful; and when I use the word 

“incredible” I mean it literally:  I don’t suppose 

anybody in Yugoslavia in 1985 would have believed 

that neighbours and friends could have been divided 

into ruthless, bloody conflict within 10 years.  It is on 

the power of God’s Spirit that we must rely to be 

protected; and to be inspired and equipped to build up 

the common good. 

 

Amen.  


