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British Legion County Rally 2015 

2 Esdras 2: 42 – 48; Ephesians 4: 25 – end 

 

We gather here this afternoon to give thanks for the 

work of the British Legion and for all whom the Legion 

supports – women and men who have given of 

themselves in service, often at great personal cost, for 

the defence of this country and the values it holds dear 

– freedom, tolerance, respect.  We do, of course, 

honour all who have served, in all conflicts, as well as 

in peace time.  But this year, above all years – the 70th 

anniversary of VE Day and VJ Day and the 75th 

anniversary of the Battle of Britain – our attention 

inevitably turns to those who fought in that heroic 

struggle and especially those who gave their lives 

doing so. 

 

We have pledged that we will remember them and 

today we recommit ourselves to honour that pledge.  

There is, of course, some speculation that this may be 

the last County Rally held in Bridlington.  All things 

run their course and there comes a time when you 

simply have to let go.  It may well be that an annual 

County Rally has reached that point.  And so we’re 

grateful for all the opportunities for comradeship and 

the rekindling of commitment it has given over the 

years and for all the hard work which has made that 

possible. 

 

Bur whether or not there is another County Rally in 

Bridlington does not make us waver from our resolve 

to honour that pledge that we will remember them.  

Our task is to ensure that new opportunities are 

grasped to enable us to do so as other opportunities 

recede. 

 

We do this by grasping new rituals as they arise.  

There’s a great human yearning for meaning and for 

rituals that help express that meaning.  We’ve seen an 

explosion of this in the last 20 years or so.  Who would 

have imagined the ritualised outpouring of grief at the 

death of Dianna, Princess of Wales?  And yet what 
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took us all so by surprise then – and completely 

wrong-footed the Establishment – is now something 

that seems quite natural.  New ways of 

commemorating the heroes whom we honour today 

are emerging, especially those which invite public 

participation and those which exploit the 

opportunities of social media. 

 

And yet there is need for great caution.  Organisations 

like Britain First, Knights Templar International, 

thisisengland, the Patriot Store, Lionheart GB ; these 

organisations do not honour the memory of those 

whom we salute today.  They spread falsehoods, 

hatred and bigotry:  the very opposite of the values 

those heroes gave their lives for 70+ years ago.  Every 

time you like or share on Facebook a post from an 

organisation like Britain first you are undermining the 

very values which were being defended 75 years ago, 

however innocent and inoffensive the actual post may 

seem. 

 

During the Second World War Christians, Muslims, 

Sikhs and Hindus from all over what was then the 

British Empire fought alongside each other.  What 

they fought against was intolerance, hatred of 

difference and the tyrannical imposition of all that 

Nazi Germany stood for.  Their struggle ensured that 

we live today in a society enriched by political, ethnic 

and religious diversity; people are free to express their 

views; free to worship, each according to their own 

lights; even free, if they wish, to choose not to sing the 

National Anthem.  That’s what the heroes we salute 

today fought for; and that’s what we risk losing if we 

allow ourselves to be manipulated by the likes of 

Britain First. 

 

And so as well as seeking new, fresh rituals to keep 

alive the memory of those we honour, we need also to 

promote the values they were defending.  Whoever 

wrote the letter to the Ephesians that we’ve read from 

in the Bible today – and many people think it was 

St.Paul, but that’s not universally agreed – was 
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concerned to promote much of the same value system 

that was being defended in the Second World War.  

That’s hardly surprising, as the very culture and ethos 

of western society is based on the Judeo-Christian 

tradition.   

 

The writer to the Ephesians is keen to be rid of 

bitterness, wrath, slander and malice.  It’s the 

challenge that faces us today.  We are beset by the 

corrosive effect of scare stories that spread anxiety and 

suspicion.  We close our hearts and we close our 

minds; we become embittered and retreat within 

ourselves; and we allow ourselves to be wound up by 

stories of undeserved benefits and queue jumping and 

the British way of life changing beyond recognition. 

 

The advice to the Ephesians is not to talk evil but 

rather to be concerned with building up, being 

positive, to be kind, tender hearted and forgiving.  The 

advice is summarised in the one concluding line:  be 

imitators of God. 

We see God most fully disclosed in Jesus and in him 

the pattern for us to imitate.  In Jesus we see someone 

whose majesty is revealed in meekness; whose 

richness is revealed in poverty; and whose strength is 

revealed in his vulnerability. 

 

It is by living our lives in that manner that we build up 

the common good.  It is by living our lives in that 

manner that we preserve the values defended in the 

Second World War.  It is by living in that manner that 

the aims and purposes of the British Legion are 

promoted, with or without further County Rallies. 

 

And the invitation to each of us gathered here today is 

to allow God’s Holy Spirit to assist us to live our lives 

in that manner; lives of venturesome love and radical 

compassion; lives wholly committed to seeking his 

grace; and in that grace finding the courage for service. 

 

Amen. 

 


