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Holy Cross Day (Evensong) 2015 

1 Corinthians 1:  18 – 25 

 

Today we’re celebrating Holy Cross Day, and the cross 

is crucial to the whole Christian story of salvation.  It’s 

traditional for sermons to begin with a joke – and that 

was it, a pun on the word crucial, meaning something 

absolutely important and coming from the Latin word 

for a cross – Crux, crucis – the idea being that the crux 

of the matter, the crucial point, is where everything 

comes together, crosses over. 

 

It’s always worth pointing out, of course, that 

Christians can sometimes emphasise the cross ta the 

expense of recognising the significance of other 

aspects of the salvation story.  It’s not just about the 

cross.  It’s about our Lord’s birth, life, death, 

resurrection, ascension/gift of the Holy Spirit; and any 

account of salvation is incomplete without taking into 

account all of those.  But nevertheless we can allow, 

(and today of all days, we must allow) that the cross is 

crucial.  It really is the crux of the matter:  it’s the 

point through which all the other aspects of salvation 

converge and radiate. 

 

In fact in this passage from 1 Corinthians, when Paul 

says that the word of the cross is folly, he’s using it as 

shorthand to encapsulate the entire Christian Gospel.  

It’s the way that God chooses to meet us in Christ 

that’s folly.  And that’s the point:  it’s all about God’s 

initiative and God’s power; it’s not about human 

achievement. 

 

You note it’s not a direct dichotomy between wisdom 

and folly:  human wisdom/divine folly; human 

folly/divine wisdom.  It’s about human folly and God’s 

power.  Because God doesn’t meet us on the terms we 

impose.  God doesn’t take us from one end of our scale 

and drag us up to the other end of it – as if he’s giving 

us a helping to hand to achieve what we’re trying to 

achieve. 
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Humans are incredibly ego-centric.  It’s all about us.  

It’s either about how clever we are or how religious we 

are.  We find it difficult to believe that it really is not 

about anything to do with us.  The Christian Gospel is 

about God’s grace.  We can’t control it, we can’t 

manipulate it, we can’t ration it, we can’t even 

understand it.  If we try to, even if we don’t reject God 

altogether, we end up constructing a god in our own 

image rather responding to what God is up to.  We end 

up using God like a battery to achieve what we think 

God should be doing. 

 

There are Jews demanding signs and gentiles seeking 

wisdom.  The two aren’t mutually exclusive.  Jews can 

seek wisdom and gentiles can demand signs.  They’re 

just examples of the way humans operate.  We either 

want to understand everything about God so we can 

claim to know God fully; or we want to have intense 

religious experiences – with lots of signs - so we can 

claim to experience God fully.  Either way, we want to 

master God, whether in our heads or in our hearts. 

But God will not be mastered; he will not be tied down.  

He meets us and asks us to respond.  And he does so in 

ways that subvert the pretentions of intellectual 

aspiration or religious zeal alike. He meets us in our 

ordinariness and in our everyday encounters, inviting 

us to set aside strength and wisdom and to join him by 

enacting his counterintuitive vulnerability – being 

prepared to be crucified. 

 

It’s because it doesn’t make any sense that politicians 

can’t get there on their own.  Neither David Cameron, 

nor for that matter any Prime Minister representing a 

mainstream political party, could have been expected 

to come to a just response to the refugee crisis simply 

by applying political and economic logic.  We know 

that it’s not racist to say we need to have rational 

immigration policy.  We know there are projections of 

a population crisis in this country without it being 

exacerbated by unforeseen immigration.  And so on, 

and so on, and so on.  But when all that has been said, 

when all that has been accepted, there was a need that 
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required a response that subverted all that logic.  

Something had to be done.  It required (and still 

requires) the pressure of all those who felt (and feel) 

the call to respond to that need to be brought to bear 

on public discourse to change the government’s 

course. 

 

Now, of course, not all those who make that 

contribution to public discourse are religious, let alone 

Christian.  But churches – institutionally and 

individuals who comprise the church – have and must 

be part of that.  We make that contribution because we 

can.  We make that contribution because we are 

released from the tyranny of political and economic 

logic by the foolishness of the cross.  But only if we 

allow the cross to be crucial:  the point where 

everything comes together and crosses over. 

 

Amen. 


