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Mayor’s Civic Service 2015 

Isaiah 53: 4 – end; Mark 10: 35 – 45 

 

I’ve only been in Bridlington for just over two years.  

So by anybody’s standards I’m no more than a comer-

in.  But I’ve been here long enough to know what a 

fine, upstanding man Cllr John Copsey is.  And so here 

we are today, gathering in this holy place, to celebrate 

Cllr Copsey being the figurehead of our community 

and to say “God help us!”  What a good looking man he 

is!  There he is, in glorious technicolour, staring out of 

the back of our order of service with not one mayoress, 

but two – I tell you; I don’t know whether to admire 

him or feel sorry for him! 

 

But what I do know is that Cllr Copsey would be the 

first to acknowledge that today is not about the man, 

John Copsey.  Today is about the office of the Mayor of 

Bridlington and all that stands behind it.  It’s about the 

civic infrastructure of our town.  That includes those 

things that technically fall within the jurisdiction and 

budget of Bridlington Town Council.  But it’s about 

more than that.  It’s about the services provided to 

Bridlington by the East Riding of Yorkshire Council; 

by the Police, the fire service, the NHS.  It’s about 

schools and roads and housing.  It’s about statutory 

bodies and it’s also about non-statutory bodies, such 

as trades unions and the Chamber of Commerce.  It’s 

about the whole of our civic infrastructure, today 

personified in and focused through the office of our 

mayor, Cllr John Copsey. 

 

And today is the day when we take time out of all the 

business that that represents.  And that’s not just the 

freneticism of Cllr Copsey’s photo-shoots – I tell you 

that man’s got such a natural aptitude for posing, the 

paparazzi of Bridlington are being worn ragged.  But 

it’s also about taking time out of the targets and 

appraisals, the efficiency drives and the strategic plans 

for optimising service delivery.  And it’s about coming 

to this holy place and about turning to God. 
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We turn to God in order to articulate our gratitude for 

the fact we have all this infrastructure; that, unlike 

hundreds of thousands, nay, millions of our fellow 

human beings we are not driven to walk thousands of 

miles, away from our homes towards an unknown 

destination and future because all the infrastructure 

has been bombed out – all the housing, the businesses, 

the shops, the banks, the food-supply chains, the 

schools, the hospitals . . . all gone. 

 

And we turn to God to pray.  We pray for all who hold 

public office in our community; that they will be 

motivated by nothing less than a full commitment to 

building up the common good, each according to their 

own lights.  And we pray for all those communities 

from which people are fleeing, communities held in 

the grip of a myriad of ruthless militia, and where 

there are no longer any public offices to be held. 

 

We also turn to God in order to reflect upon the values 

that underpin our public services; and to ponder on 

where those shared values come from.  As we do so we 

hear read - publicly proclaimed in our midst - two 

Bible passages about servant leadership. 

 

Of course, they’re religious passages:  it’s the Bible!  

One’s all about Jesus; and it’s almost impossible to 

read the other without thinking it’s a prediction of 

Jesus.  [It may be it’s impossible for some people to 

hear the lesson Cllr Copsey read without a number of 

different choruses from Handel’s Messiah popping 

into their head.] 

 

But even for those who aren’t religious, there’s 

something in these passages for everyone.  It’s possible 

to distil out of them all the God-stuff and to be left 

with good, practical wisdom to apply to everyday life:  

we’ll live in a good society, a just society, an healthy 

and contented society when the needs of others are put 

above our own; when those who have all the 

advantages and privileges stacked up in their favour 

stand alongside and identify with the marginalised, the 
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voiceless and the poor; and those who are judged, 

condemned and scape-goated.  As it happens, just as 

Jesus stood in solidarity on the hill at Calvary; and 

stands today in solidarity in those places in our towns 

and cities and countryside where otherwise people are 

in danger of being written off. 

 

But the point is that when these passages were written, 

when the great monastery, of which this church is just 

one remaining part, was built, it wasn’t necessary to 

distil off the religious stuff from the wisdom that 

underpinned it.  Because religion wasn’t something 

extra to which you turned on special occasions.  In 

those days, life wasn’t separated into different 

professional specialisms.  It wasn’t me standing here 

spouting the religious stuff; and Cllr Copsey sitting in 

the Town Council offices in his robes and chain; and 

the magistrates handing down justice in the courts; 

and the doctors dispensing medicine in the hospital; 

and the teachers educating children in schools.  In 

those days life was an integrated whole . . . and God 

was known to be at the very heart of it all. 

 

As we gather here today, to express our pride and to 

recommit ourselves to the values of sheer decency 

represented in the office which, this year, happens to 

be held by Cllr Copsey, we also leave here with an 

invitation; an invitation to have a personal 

relationship with the God we meet in the selflessness 

of Jesus; so that God is fully integrated with every 

aspect of our lives; and by his grace we are equipped 

for lives of service. 

 

Amen.   

 

  

 

   

 


