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Isaiah 65: 1 – 9; Luke 8: 26 – 39 

 

A story about Jesus casting out demons raises all sorts 

of questions about raises all sorts of questions about 

mental illness and healing.  But forget all those this 

morning.  This morning think about where this story 

we’ve just heard takes place.  In this story Jesus – the 

good Jewish boy Jesus; the Jesus who goes about 

choosing local synagogues as the main location of his 

teaching; the Jesus who said he had not come to 

remove one jot or tittle of the Jewish Law – in this 

story that self-same Jesus crosses over to the other 

side of the Lake.  He goes into the territory where 

people keep pigs! 

 

Good Jews don’t keep pigs.  Jews don’t eat pork.   In 

this morning’s first Bible reading, the one that Cllr Fox 

read, the Old Testament part of the Bible, the bible 

from before the time of Jesus, was railing on about the 

abomination of Jews who defiled themselves by eating 

pork.  But Jesus will have nothing to do with tribal 

prejudice.  Jesus reaches out, he crosses over and he 

embraces difference.  There is nobody who is beyond 

the pale to Jesus.  His compassion and generosity is 

for everybody. 

 

I hope we will bear this in mind as we decide how to 

cast our votes in the referendum on Thursday.  Not 

that either side has a monopoly on Christian virtue.  

There will be a mix of people present who will be 

voting both ways.  There are honourable people of 

integrity in both camps.  There are decent people in 

both camps.  That’s because there are good, decent 

arguments for voting to remain.  And there are good, 

decent arguments for voting to leave. 

 

We could have a debate over those good, decent 

arguments.  Some might be persuaded by one set; 

others by the other set.  And we could part respecting 

each other, shaking each other’s hands and remaining 
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friends.  That’s the beauty of the democracy we all 

claim to cherish so much. 

 

But there has been much in this referendum campaign 

which has been down right indecent.  It has scratched 

the underbelly of British society and has revealed 

something ugly, mean and vicious.  Well before Jo Cox 

was murdered, the Archbishop of Canterbury had said 

that the way some are conducting themselves in this 

campaign legitimises racism.  And now an MP is dead. 

 

Of course Tom Mair is not representative of any of our 

main stream politicians.  Of course he’s not.  That 

would be stupid.  But this referendum campaign has 

unleashed furies that we cannot control.  My fear is 

that that, whether we vote in or out on Thursday, the 

campaign has had a corrosive effect which has inflicted 

long lasting damage on the culture of political 

discourse in this country. 

 

My hope is that all of us, whether we vote in or out, 

will rediscover a commitment to the open-

mindedness, the compassion and the generosity we see 

modelled in Jesus. 

 

Amen.     

 


