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This evening we gather to give thanks to Almighty God 

in celebration of the 90th birthday of Her Majesty the 

Queen.  As we do so, we pay tribute to the Queen 

personally.  I suspect that if each of us were given a 

blank sheet of paper, and were invited to draft a 

national constitution for a hypothetical new country, 

very few of us would design an arrangement with an 

hereditary monarchy presiding over a democratically 

elected legislature.  And yet that is what we have.  But 

I’m equally certain that there will be few, if any here, 

who are conscientious republicans.  And that’s because 

the arrangements we have work well.  And the reason 

they work so well is in no small measure because of the 

personal qualities of the Queen. 

 

Her Majesty has discharged all her public duties with 

the most remarkable graciousness.  This has been 

since even before she became our Queen over 64 years 

ago.  Her first public engagement was in this very 

town.  In March 1944 the 17 year old Princess 

Elizabeth came to Bridlington with her father, King 

George VI and her mother, Queen Elizabeth, visited 

troops in Hilderthorpe Road and then travelled round 

town in an open-topped car.  You may doubt whether 

I’ve got that right, but I read it in the Bridlington Free 

Press – so it must be true! 

 

From that time onwards, and particularly after 

unexpectedly becoming Queen at the age of 25 Her 

Majesty has shown nothing but graciousness and 

dignity, dedication and diligence, and cheerfulness 

and attentiveness.  These personal qualities have made 

everybody feel valued, no matter who they are or what 

their background.  And it is these personal qualities 

that have helped create national identity and assisted 

our communities to cohere with pride.  It is to these 

qualities that we pay tribute today. 
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Over the course of Her Majesty’s long reign, let alone 

her entire life, Britain has changed enormously.  64 

years ago, people from ethnic minority backgrounds 

stayed in menial jobs; women stayed in the kitchen; 

and gay people stayed in the closet.  Today, in 2016, we 

celebrate diversity and embrace difference, at least we 

do when we are at our best.  We rejoice that we live in 

a society where it doesn’t matter who your family is, 

where you’re from, or what your gender or sexuality is. 

 

The Queen has been the source of continuity which has 

underpinned this transformation; and which has 

ensured a smooth transition from a more repressive 

and hierarchical society to the more open and 

inclusive one we enjoy today.  Of course, change is 

never easy.  But when it has caused anxiety the 

reassuring presence of the Queen has ensured that 

each point of transition has been woven into the 

seamless tapestry of British tradition.   

 

As we gather to pay tribute to the Queen and to give 

thanks for the stability and continuity she has 

provided for our country, it is in the context of 

Christian worship.  That is because all that the Queen 

has done has been an expression of the Christian faith 

which has sustained her these 90 years long.  Her 

sense of duty and devotion to her calling has 

compelled her to strive to be Christ-like.  And so, as we 

pray for her, we join the writer of the letter to the 

Ephesians from whom we heard in our second Bible 

reading.  What was read to us is a prayer, a prayer that 

the Christian life will correspond to God’s plan for how 

we should live:  full of a spirit of wisdom and 

enlightened with the knowledge of God. 

 

By making that prayer we align ourselves with it.  We 

are praying that we continue to be blessed by the fruits 

of Her Majesty’s gracious reign; that our society will 

continue to develop in that British tradition of 

openness, fairness and respect; and that we may be a 

people inspired by the heavenly vision of justice and 
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mercy.  It is a fitting commitment with which to 

express our gratitude and respect to one who has 

reigned over us - and by doing so has served us - so 

selflessly, so long and so well:  Her Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth II. 

 

Amen. 

 

 

 


