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The Curate’s Letter

Yet another year has ended and as we look back on 2017
we all have a story to tell.  It may have been a year of joy
and special occasions; it may have been a year of
sadness and one we would rather forget.  However, I
suspect that for most of us it has been a year of ups and
downs, of joys and sorrows.

What then will 2018 bring in the light of our experiences of
2017? The past does have an impact on our future.  Life
will never be the same.

Throughout Advent and the Christmas season we are
reminded that The Light of Christ has come into the world
and that changes everything.  Christ’s coming brings
hope, hope for our future whatever 2018 may have in
store for us.

And at The Priory the theme of light is a talking point as
we enter the New Year.  Our services for the next two
months will take place in The Church Rooms because we
are having a new lighting system installed in The Priory.
And when we return to worship in The Priory and see the
words of our hymns more clearly, we will be reminded of
the hope that the Light of Christ brings to our lives.

New lighting is only effective if we switch on the light.  The
challenge for each of us as we begin a new year is will we
allow the Light of Christ to illuminate our way and bring us
hope as we face the unknown of 2018?

A Happy New Year and God bless you in 2018.

Christine
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DAILY BIBLE READING NOTES

It was suggested at PCC that at the Priory we formally offer to get
some Daily Bible Reading notes for our parishioners.  We are sure
that many of you already read the Bible on a daily basis but a
booklet with helpful notes may enhance your study. We are
suggesting either Scripture Union or The Bible Reading Fellowship
which is the one I personally use.

The format daily is:
a) A passage from Scripture chosen on a theme for a period of
weeks by a team of contributors from a range of church
backgrounds
b) Comments on the passage from the contributor
c) A prayerful ending comment

It is a most useful tool to assist us in our daily quiet moments with
God especially the comments on the passage.

There is a small cost involved currently £4.40 for 4 months, £13.20
for the year.  I will have examples of both Scripture Union and The
Bible Reading Fellowship’s  format during January at the 10.30 am
service for anyone to look through and I will be willing to take
orders, collect the booklets, distribute them either at church or
deliver them and collect the due cost from you.

Approval for either Scripture Union or The Bible Reading
Fellowship (New Daylight) editions have been given by our Clergy.

If you are interested please contact me or our Clergy and Wardens
who will pass your details to me.

Margaret Watson  01262 670878
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Don’t forget that while the Priory is closed, there is still a
chance to meet up or have some company at ….

COFFEE MATES
Every Friday between 10 and 12 noon

in the Priory Church Rooms

A l l  a r e  w e lc o m e  a n d  t h e r e  is  n o  c h a r g e ,  b u t  if  y o u  w o u ld  r a t h e r
p a y  s o m e t h in g  t h e n  p le a s e  m a k e  a  d o n a t io n  o r  b r in g  b is c u it s ,

F a ir  T r a d e  t e a  o r  c o f f e e  o r  s u g a r
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COPY DATE

for the February magazine is 8 January
Please send copy to the Priory Office

using e-mail if possible
(priorymagazine@talktalk.net)

Any articles received after this date may not be included.

Priory Ladies Group

Our speaker for the meeting on 21 November unfortunately could not 
come but Sarah Little volunteered to give her talk 'Does it do what it says 
on the tin?'  Several ladies brought toothpaste, cosmetics and medicine 
and Sarah gave her talk about the contents.  A very complex and 
interesting subject.  Some of the testing would cost thousands of pounds 
and take months to be used safely by users.  Basically, what it says on the 
tin, it does.

Mr John Eckersley came to our meeting on Tuesday 5 December to give 
his talk 'Walking for christian Aid'.  John, with his wife Nancy, has been 
walking for Christian Aid for over 5 years covering many, many miles from 
Lands End to John O'Groats and also coastal walks from Dover to 
Carlisle, and the coastal walk around Scotland.  An admirable feat.  There 
will be no meeting on the first Tuesday in January but we will meet in 
2018 on 16 January, followed by our lunch at the SeftonHotel on 23 
January (12 noon for 12.30).

A musical evening is planned for the evening of 3 April 2018 – details of 
this, plus where to purchase tickets will be published in the February and 
March magazines.

Betty Cousins
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QUALITY REMOVALS FOR 80 YEARS
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East Coast Auto Service
MOT Service Repairs

MOT’s @ £24.99
Priory Garage, Sewerby Road, 

Bridlington
Telephone: 01262 675475

All work carried out by qualified technicians

Brian Tingle
Body repair specialist

ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE
Re-Sprays

Insurance Work
Scratches & Dents

3-5 Market Place, Bridlington, 
East Yorks. YO16 4QJ

Tel/fax:- (01262) 671620 
Mobile:- 07788 880036

CARPET  UPHOLSTERY LEATHER
Free Estimates  Fully Guaranteed

Telephone: 01262 675698
Mobile: 07716 50 55 55

Established 1992

IAN WATSON
UPHOLSTERY

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC
Suites & Chairs

Foam cut to size, Repairs Etc

Tel: 01262 609892
Greenways Workshop, 20 Church Green, Old Town, Bridlington

YO16 7JX

A CUT ABOVE THE REST

Hotels
Clubs
Care Homes
Pubs

Cars
Boats
Caravans
Bike Seats
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PAUL ADAMS JOINERY

Time Served Joiner with over 30 years 
experience.

All aspects of joinery work and property 
repairs undertaken.

For Free Quotation contact Paul

Tel: (01262) 603154
MOB: 07805 283393

EMAIL Pauladamsjoinery@aol.com

Remember:  from Sunday 7 January onwards all
Priory Church services will be held in the Priory
Rooms for a couple of months whilst a new lighting
system is installed in the church.  We expect to be
in the Church building again by the beginning of
March.

Celebration of returning to the Priory Church building

It is anticipated that worship will resume in the Priory
Church by the start of March after the new lighting system
has been installed.  This will be celebrated by an all-night
prayer vigil in the church from Saturday 3 March into the
morning of Sunday 4 March.  All Priory groups are being
asked to contribute a prayer station.  That way every
aspect of Priory life will be supported by prayer.  There will
be acts of worship during the night to mark the hours of
the monastic offices.  It will be possible to sleep over
inside the building and get up for these offices if you wish
(but you’ll have to bring your own sleeping bag!).  The vigil
will conclude with the 10.30 am service.  There will then
be a Bring & Share lunch in the Priory Rooms.
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Caring for God’s Creation

The Priory Church is committed to the care of all God’s
creatures and to animal welfare.

?  Free-range eggs, dolphin-friendly tuna and local
butcher’s meat are encouraged in church catering.

?  Fair Trade tea, coffee and sugar are used.
?  Vegetarian options are available at Priory events.
?  There are annual Pet Blessing and ‘Bark the Herald’

Christmas services in conjunction with the RSPCA.
?  The ‘Living Churchyard’ area promotes a safe,

pesticide -free habitat for insects, invertebrates, birds,
reptiles and small mammals including bats.

?  Animal-friendly cleaning products are used whenever
possible.

?  The Priory’s heating and lighting systems are energy
efficient.

?  The Churchyard is regularly tidied of cans, plastics and
other litter harmful to wildlife.

?  The East Riding of Yorkshire Council’s provision of
bins for recycling paper, card and glass and for
composting garden and food waste is fully supported.

?  A wide range of recycled greetings cards are on sale.
?  Visitors with assistance and pet dogs are welcome in

church. A water bowl is provided.
?  Request for prayer for sick or injured animals is

available.

The Priory has recently been awarded ‘Animal Friendly’ status
 by the Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals
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Great Gale Sunday 2018

The Great Gale of February 1871 will be
commemorated by a special service on Sunday 11
February at 10.30 am.   However, because the
Priory church building will be out of action because
of the new lighting work, this year the service will
take place in the new RNLI Lifeboat House.  There
will therefore be no 10.30 am service in the Priory
Rooms that morning.  Please attend at the Lifeboat
House instead.  A limited number of parking permits
will be available for less mobile people for parking
outside the Lifeboat House on the foreshore.

The service will follow the format of the usual Great
Gale service in the Priory and it will be an
opportunity to look around the new multi-million
pound boat house.

NB: Ash Wednesday is on 14 February this year.
A service with the imposition of ashes will be held in
the Rooms at 6.30 pm.

From The Bell Tower

We have been selected by the Co-op to be one of their local 
charities for the year to October 2018.  If you are a member of the 
Co-op, please select your local Charity to be Bridlington Priory 
Bellringers.  This will ensure that 1 penny for each £1 you spend 
on Co-op goods will come to the Priory.  This will enable us to 
improve the facilities in the Tower, prepare marketing materials to 
recruit new ringers (very important) and ensure the bells are there 
for generations to come.

Thank you.

Roger
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● Diary of a Momentous Year: January 1918: STALEMATE

In January 1918, my mother was working as a telephonist in London. My 
father, whom she had yet to meet, was somewhere on the Western Front 
in France serving in the Royal Army Medical Corps as a stretcher-bearer. 
Decades later they spoke of the helpless mood of people, as the War 
simply became a permanent feature of life. 

Whatever had happened to ‘over by Christmas’? The front line stayed 
more or less where it had been for years. Yet week by week the official 
Gazette published page upon page of British casualties. People at home 
were still reeling from the appalling slaughter of the battle of 
Passchendaele. No one seemed to know what to do about it. Even the 
most gung-ho generals had stopped thinking that the next great offensive 
would defeat the German army and bring the war to an end. Food was 
becoming scarce, but hope was even scarcer – and that was as true for 
the enemy as for the Allies.

However, there were the Americans. They had arrived late in the War (in 
April 1917), just a few months before Russia retired from it, battered and 
bruised and without huge swathes of its former territory. No one was quite 
sure what the Americans would do, but in the first month of 1918 – the 8th 
of January, to be precise – Allied questions were dramatically answered. 
In a speech to Congress, President Woodrow Wilson spelt out Fourteen 
Principles which America considered fundamental to a peaceful solution 
of the seemingly endless war in Europe. 

The ‘principles’ included several based on the those of the American 
Constitution – democracy, freedom from oppression and self-
determination. But he also raised issues of free trade between nations, 
freedom of navigation and a requirement for an all-round and significant 
disarmament – ‘no more than is necessary for defence’. He touched, too, 
on a contentious issue that is often overlooked in the background of this 
war – competitive colonialism. Britain, Germany and France all held large 
parts of Africa and defended their ‘right’ to do so vigorously.

Woodrow Wyatt’s Fourteen Principles certainly lifted many hearts in 
Britain. At least someone in power was talking about peace-making rather 
than victory. Governments were cautious, but an influential voice had 
crossed the Atlantic. Was it possible that in these Principles there was a 
key that might eventually unlock the Gate of Peace?
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● The Daily Service celebrates a big birthday

Ninety years ago this month BBC Radio broadcast for the first time a 
short Daily Service at 10.15 – in those days, the start of its daily output. 
It’s half an hour later now, but it’s still there, the longest running 
programme on the BBC, after News and Weather forecasts. 

Its appearance in 1928 was, in fact, the result of a tireless and 
determined campaign by a lady in Bushey, Herts, Miss Kathleen 
Cordeux. For two years she had campaigned for a short Christian 
service each morning ‘for the sick and house-bound’ – ‘just some sacred 
music, a hymn, a Bible reading and prayer’. Through the letters column 
in the Radio Times, and then by bombarding the director-general of the 
BBC, John Reith, after two years she got her way – at first as an 
‘experiment’, to test the demand. The response from listeners was 
immediate and enthusiastic and 90 years later, I think even she would be 
surprised to find that it is still there every day on Radio 4. And it still 
follows her proposed content: sacred music, a hymn, a Bible reading and 
a prayer. 

Magazine Production

I would like to apologise for the delay in the production of the January magazine. 
 This delay was unfortunately due to mechanical issues with the computer 
system once again, something which was beyond everyone's control.  Now the 
matter has been sorted the magazine production will once again be on track for 
being in Church for the last weekend of the month as per normal.

I would like to take this opportunity to ask all of our readers to consider 
submitting any appropriate material for publication in the magazine.  Anything 
and everything will be considered, however, we cannot guarantee unfortunately 
that it will be published, but please feel free to submit articles by way of emailing 
the magazine email address shown in the front cover or putting a handwritten 
article through the office door to be left in my tray in the office.  I would like to 
take this opportunity to encourage any of the groups that meet in the church 
rooms to submit an article no matter how large or small in relation to activities 
they undertake, especially those working with the youth groups in particular.

Thank you.

Linda Kemp
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Choir Notes

John Hughes

It has been a year of Anniversaries, September saw
Michael Smith celebrate 30 years as Organist at the Priory
and December saw John Hughes celebrate 40 years as
our Assistant Organist.

John became Assistant Organist following the untimely
death of Raymond Sunderland (Organist) on Christmas
Eve in 1977, stepping into the Organist’s role on
Christmas Day.
As it happened, John was due to be offered the position
by Raymond and James Nolan (Rector at the time).  John
has worked with three Organists to date (Alan Dance,
Geoffrey Pearce and Michael Smith) – and even more
Rectors (James Nolan, John Meek, John Wardle, Adrian
Cragg and Matthew Pollard).  He has also directed the
choir during Organist interregnums.

At the Carol Service in December, Matthew Pollard
publically recognised John’s service over the past 40
years.  Alan Watters has been writing a book to
commemorate this milestone, which was published and
presented to John at the service.  John responded with his
usual modesty: John may think of himself as ‘back room
staff’, but to the choir and congregation he is an integral
part of worship at the Priory.  His service, dedication and
contribution to services and the life of the choir is
immeasurable. So it was with respect, gratitude and
affection that this milestone was celebrated.
Congratulations, John and thank you!
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Bonfire Night

On Sunday 5th November the boys had a special choir
club – an evening of fireworks with soup, parkin and
hotdogs. Many thanks to the choir committee for arranging
this and to Matthew and Adriane for allowing us to hold
this in the Rectory garden again.

Germany 2018

Fundraising for the Choir’s tour to Germany next Summer
is well underway.  Thank you to all those who have
supported our fundraising to date:
 Thanks to the Burbridge’s for hosting a Coffee

Morning on Saturday 11th November, which raised
£359.

 A Quiz and Curry Night was held in the Church
Rooms on Saturday 25th November, which raised
£371.

 Thanks to Sue Eckles who hosted a Christmas
Coffee Morning on Saturday 23rd December.

 The choir was Carol singing in Tesco’s on the
morning of Saturday 16th December.

Special Services and Events

On Saturday 2nd December the Choir sang at the
Christmas Brass and Voices Concert, once again
supporting the renowned Carlton Main Frickley Colliery
Band.

The Advent Carol Service, Waiting for the Light, was
held on Sunday 3rd December at 6.30 pm.  This service of
traditional music and readings for the season of Advent
was followed by mulled wine and mince pies, courtesy of
the choir committee.
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SCORBOROUGH – LOCKINGTON CIRCULAR

Leave Bridlington on the A614 to Driffield, follow round the Driffield by-pass,
keeping right at the fifth roundabout and head towards Beverley still keeping
to the A614. Follow through Hutton Cranswick and Watton, by-passing the
village of Beswick to arrive at the village of Scorborough with the tall spired
church to your left, turn right onto the lay-by.  Your walk starts here.

Walk back to the main road and cross with great care to the lay-by on the opposite side, follow the road
as it bends right and on the bend pass through a small hand gate to the right of a large farm gate and
follow across this paddock at 1 o’clock to a second hand gate in the far corner of the field.  Go through
this gate passing the electric pole on your right with way mark boards indicating “The Minster Way”
straight ahead, following the well defined path across this arable field to reach a concrete farm road.
Cross over the road and follow the headland keeping the hedge to your left until reaching another way
mark post indicating a left turn across a second arable field.  Follow the defined path across this field to
the far hedge turning right and keeping the hedge to your left heading for the trees.  As you reach the
corner of the field turn right for approximately ten yards turning left over a wooden bridge over a dyke.
Continue straight ahead following the well defined path across arable fields to reach a wooden bridge
with hand rails at the side of the wood, pass over this bridge into the wood and follow the path through
the trees until you arrive at a five bar wooden farm gate leading out of the wood.  Go through this gate
and continue your walk straight ahead across this rough grass meadow keeping the dyke to your right.
As you approach the end of this meadow turn left in front of some large trees for approximately 25
yards, turning right over a foot bridge with stiles at both ends, crossing over the dyke.  Follow at 1
o’clock across this grass field keeping the large willow tree to your right and follow the dyke now on
your left with the Church in the distance.  DO NOT cross over the dyke at this point but continue
towards the trees and a stile.  Cross over the stile into the planting, (should you wish to visit the
Church, then turn immediately left and cross the wooden bridge to follow the path towards the
Church).  Walk straight ahead through the planting, passing through a wooden hand gate into a grass
field, go straight ahead passing through a second hand gate within the fence, continuing straight ahead
and over a wooden bridge with a single hand rail crossing a dyke, and head towards the small hand
gate.  Go through the gate and follow the path leading between the houses to emerge onto the village
street and  turn left.  Follow along the street with the beck to your left, passing a red phone box and a
second bench seat where the road bends slightly to the right.  Turn left over the footbridge with white
hand rails which leads you into “DEAD LANE”.  Walk a short distance until reaching Chapel Street to
your left and opposite find a hand gate on your right.  Follow through this gate and walk across the
field at 11 o’clock to a small hand gate within the fence.  Pass through this gate and walk straight ahead
keeping the hedge to your left until reaching the corner of the field and turn right for approximately ten
yards turning left on a single plank foot bridge over the dyke.  Follow straight ahead
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keeping the hedge and ditch to your left, passing through a gap in a hawthorn
hedge into the next field and continue ahead to reach a country road and turn
left.  Follow this road to the cross roads and  turn to your left signed Lockington.
Follow this road until you reach a narrow lane to your right just before the village
of THORPE, turn right as per the way mark post in the right hand hedge.  Follow
this tarmac lane which continues for approximately ½ a mile onto an unmade
road,  keep your eyes open for a path which crosses the road with way mark
posts at each side (not very easy to see), near to a red metal farm gate on your
right and a wide gap in the hedge to your left.  Turn left through the large gap and
follow the path along the headlands to where the path turns right and turn
immediately left following the wide headland path as per the way mark arrow,
keeping the hedge to your left.  Where the hedge turns left, walk straight ahead
across the arable field as per the way mark post to a large Bridle Path sign post
indicating left – DO NOT turn left - walk straight ahead on a well defined path
across a second arable field to the way mark post within the trees and turn to
your right crossing the farm road and heading for the electricity pole.  Cross over
the farm road and through a small hand gate to your left, crossing the paddock to
the hand gate in the left  corner and onto the lay-by where you started.

This is a flat each walk on public paths and country lanes.

O/S Map 106 
 
Start Ref:- 454 017 
 
Distance 5½ miles 
 
Time 3 hours 
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What clergy do after Christmas

The Rectory
St. James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren

I am glad you enjoyed your post-Christmas break from the parish, although a week of 
skiing in the Alps does seem a little excessive. In my day, an extra hour in bed on Boxing 
Day was considered quite sufficient. Curates are clearly paid too much. While your week 
after Christmas was spent falling down mountains at excessive speeds, mine was used 
with the traditional activity of making apologies.

Apologies are always sent out to all those ladies who had fur coats ruined by guttering 
candles at the Carol Service. But as I feel obliged to point out, at least they were ruined 
with the best beeswax money can buy. Had they attended Saint Agatha's, our next-door 
parish, they would have been ruined by paraffin wax, which is most inferior.

A general apology was also necessary in the parish magazine. That our thurifer was slightly 
over-zealous with the incense at the midnight Service was quite excusable at such an 
important Service; that the organist improvised during Communion on the tune "Smoke 
gets in your Eyes" was not. 

I also felt duty-bound to apologise to the landlord of the public house which adjoins the 
church, as his customers were blocked in the pub car park with cars of those attending our 
midnight Service. But since his customers were obliged to stay in the pub for an extra two 
hours, he asked if we could make the same mistake in future years. I also received several 
letters of thanks from those who were unable to return home until the early hours. One 
even made a donation to the church in appreciation.

Apologies were also made to the 8am Christmas morning congregation, the Service having 
been taken by Canon Rogers for the last 25 years. Now in his 97th year, he is becoming 
somewhat forgetful. Beginning the Service by wishing the congregation a very happy 
Easter was not entirely helpful. I may have to think about finding him a replacement.

My final apologies were given to Lady Duckworth who, having tumbrilled her returning 
children to church, discovered that strangers were sitting in her pew. Since her family has 
sat there for the last 400 centuries, she has always assumed squatters’ rights, and so 
being obliged to sit at the rear of a side aisle was not at all appreciated. 

And so we both begin a new year, you exhilarated from a week's strenuous activity and me 
energised by knowing that I will not have to apologize to anyone about anything for another 
12 months.

Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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● The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
 

This year the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity runs from 
18th to 25th January. The theme of the week this year comes 
from the churches of the Caribbean, and addresses some of 
the problems which affect the people there, but also 
worldwide.

Thus, as abuses of human rights are found across the region, 
the week will challenge us to consider our manner of 
welcoming the stranger into our midst. Human trafficking and 
modern-day slavery continue to be huge issues. Addiction to 
pornography and drugs continue to be serious challenges to 
all societies. The debt crisis has a negative impact upon the 
nations and upon individuals – the economies of the nations 
and people have become precarious. Family life continues to 
be challenged by the economic restrictions which lead to 
migration, domestic abuse and violence.

What are Christians to do, in the face of such vast problems? 
The Caribbean Churches work together to heal the wounds in 
people’s live, but also know that reconciliation demands 
repentance, reparation and the healing of memories. The 
whole Church is called to be both a sign and an active agent 
of this reconciliation.

Priory Handbell Ringers

The Priory Handbell Ringers would like to thank everyone 
who supported their annual Coffee Morning on 2 December.  
The proceeds came to £600 and our charity for this year is 
the RNLI.
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● 12 year-old aspiring teacher goes back to school in Iraq

Schools in the Nineveh Plain, Iraq have recently re-opened for the first 
time since so-called Islamic State (IS) militants occupied the area. And 
so Open Doors, the agency which works with the Persecuted Church 
worldwide, has gone in to meet some of the returning Christian 
families and students.

Students like 12-year-old Noeh, who has eagerly returned to school, 
where he is doing well, despite the lack of teachers and resources. 
Noeh wants to be a teacher himself one day. 
Meanwhile, his mother, Almas, is delighted with his progress. ‘Last 
time Noeh got 13 out of 15 on one of his exams. I thank God for this.’

Noeh was just nine years old when his Christian family fled IS militants 
in 2014. They left the village of Karamles in the Nineveh Plains, and 
fled to Erbil. When the village was liberated, Noeh’s family were 
among the first ten families to return home. They found their house 
badly burnt and all their things gone. The family is currently living in 
Noeh’s aunt’s house, and hoping that some of the other families and 
more teachers will also return.

Iraq was once home to one of the largest Christian communities in the 
Middle East; today, the church in Iraq is in danger of disappearing 
completely. The IS militants have forced thousands of Christians to 
flee their homes. Even in areas of Iraq that aren't controlled by IS, 
Sharia is the basis of the law and Muslims are forbidden from leaving 
Islam.
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● 25 January St Paul - the first Christian intellectual
This month, on 25th January, the Church celebrates probably the most famous 
conversion of all. At least, what happened to a young man called Saul on the 
road to Damascus has become a byword for all instant conversions - what is 
known as a ‘damascene’ moment. Saul was a devout Jew, a Pharisee, a 
student of Gamaliel and a fierce critic of the followers of Jesus, then a very new 
sect on the religious scene. 

On his way to Damascus to organise a purge of Christians in that city, he was 
blinded by a bright light and heard a voice saying, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting me?’ He asked the identity of the voice, and it replied, ‘Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting’. Stunned by the experience, he followed further 
instructions which led him to a Christian man in Damascus, who prayed with 
him. As he did, Saul’s sight was restored.

The experience convinced him that Jesus - crucified in Jerusalem four or five 
years earlier - was in fact the Messiah and had risen from the dead. After a 
period of instruction, Saul was baptised and took the name by which history has 
recognised him, Paul. At first, some Christians were wary about the reality of 
his conversion, but over a period of time he was accepted and indeed 
eventually recognised as an ’apostle’, a ‘special messenger’ of Jesus Christ.

His intellectual stature and leadership gifts quickly marked him out, and within a 
few years he became a leading figure in the emerging Christian Church, 
preaching and founding churches all over the Middle East, largely of Gentile 
converts. He was eventually martyred in Rome, probably in 65AD.

Paul was the first intellectual of the Christian Church, the man who was able to 
set the events of the life and teaching of Jesus, and especially his death and 
resurrection, into a coherent theology, with its roots very clearly in the Jewish 
faith of his own upbringing. He’s not always easy to follow. Even the New 
Testament admits that: ‘there are some things (in his letters) hard to 
understand’ (2 Peter 3:16). But at the same time he gave the new faith a 
foundation and credibility which have stood it well down the centuries.

Many people think of Paul as a rather negative, narrow misogynist, but even a 
quick reading of his letters actually reveals a person of great warmth, who 
evoked enormous affection and devotion from others. ‘You would have plucked 
out your eyes and given them to me!’ he writes to the Christians at Galatia. He 
was, of course, a man of his time and culture, in days when women were 
disregarded in terms of status and leadership. 

But read his letters, and see how large a role women play in them and how 
much scope he gave them to lead and teach in the Church. In terms of the first 
century, St Paul was a dangerous liberal! So all in all, the amazing Paul of 
Tarsus deserves a bit of celebrating on 25th January.
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● The Peace of God
When war did cease upon the earth,
The stars looked out, the heavens 
rang,
The small Lord Jesus came to birth,
A lilt of peace His Mother sang.

A lilt of peace ‘mid snow-clad sheen,
Goodness-peace, forgiveness of sin,
Confession-peace, penitent-clean,
Peace with God and the peace within.

Peace with God and goodwill to men,
The peace of triumph on the Tree,
The rising peace that followed then,
The peace of God for you and me.

The peace of God, lake-waters by,
The peace of God, mist o’er the sea,
The peace of God, ascending high,
The peace of God, unceasingly.

From Poems of the Western 
Highlanders
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● Some miscellaneous observations on life

Blessed is the person who sees the need, recognises the 
responsibility, and actively becomes the answer. William Arthur 
Ward

Money can build a house, but it takes love to make it a home. 

Giving a tenth is nothing to brag about. Samuel Chadwick

A budget is a method of worrying before you spend, instead of 
afterward.

The greatest consolation for many who took expensive holidays 
last year is that they have found where not to go again this 
year.

No matter how bad prose is, it might be verse.

A recession is a period when people do without the things their 
parents never had.

There are no foolish questions and no man becomes a fool 
until he has stopped asking questions. Charles Steinmetz 

Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test a 
man's character, give him power. Abraham Lincoln

The greatest happiness of life is the conviction that we are 
loved, loved for ourselves, or rather in spite of ourselves. Victor 
Hugo
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● From the minister…
● We are all familiar with the Queen's New Year’s honours list, celebrating those 

who have made a significant contribution to public life. In 2017 famous names 
included Andy Murray, Mo Farah, Ken Dodd, Patricia Routledge, Angela Rippon 
and Victoria Beckham. However, what would God's New Year’s honours list look 
like? In 1 Sam. 2:30 God says, ‘Those who honour me I will honour’. In this New 
Year, how can we honour God in our lives?

Honouring God means giving Him reverence, submission, and obedience; the 
complete surrender of our entire lives to His glory and loving service: ‘in view of 
God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – 
this is your true and proper worship.’ (Romans 12:1). We might honour God this 
year in five key areas:

My Time: how can I use my time to glorify God? My Gifts: how am I using my God-
given gifts and abilities in His service? My Body: in what ways do I honour God in 
my body? My Treasure: who is in charge of my finances? My Heart: how do I 
honour God not just outwardly, but from my heart: ‘These people come near to me 
with their mouth and honour me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me’ 
(Isaiah 29:13)?

Here's a challenge for 2018: When we wake up each day, let’s ask God: ‘How can 
I honour you today? Please help me to honour you with the time, gifts, body, 
finance, and heart that you have given me.’ 

●
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Across

8  How the Abyss (NIV) is described in the Authorized Version (Revelation 9:1) (10,3)
9  Frozen water (Ezekiel 1:22) (3) 
10 The Ten Commandments (9) 
11 In Roman Catholic theology, neither heaven nor hell (5) 
13 Des cons (anag.) (7) 
16 ‘Though [your sins] are red as — , they shall be like wool’ (Isaiah 1:18) (7) 
19 Keen (Romans 1:15) (5) 
22 Repugnant, loathsome (Jeremiah 24:9) (9) 
24 Drink like an animal (Judges 7:5) (3) 
25 First and last (Revelation 22:13) (5,3,5)

Down

1  Father of Ahi, a Gadite (1 Chronicles 5:15) (6) 
2  Where David found the stone with which he killed Goliath (1 Samuel 17:40) (6) 
3  ‘Hour by hour fresh lips are making thy — doings heard on high’ (8) 
4  ‘And there were shepherds living out in the fields near by, keeping watch over their — at
night’ (Luke 2:8) (6) 
5  United Society for Christian Literature (1,1,1,1) 
6  ‘If he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would — — or a tax collector’
(Matthew 18:17) (1,5) 
7  Where Paul was taken when things became difficult for him in Berea (Acts 17:15) (6) 
12 Istituto per le Opere di Religione (Vatican Bank) (1,1,1) 
14 ‘Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new — ; the old has gone, the new has come!’ (2
Corinthians 5:17) (8) 
15 Used to colour ram skins red for use in the tabernacle (Exodus 25:5) (3) 
16 Vat car (anag.) (6) 
17 ‘Be joyful — — , patient in affliction, faithful in prayer’ (Romans 12:12) (6) 
18 ‘The parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our presentable
parts — — special treatment’ (1 Corinthians 12:23) (4,2) 
20 Ancient rowing boat (Isaiah 33:21) (6) 
21 Say again (2 Corinthians 11:16) (6) 
23 What Jesus did in the synagogue in Nazareth after he stood up (Luke 4:16) (4)
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From the Registers

Baptisms

10 December 2017  Ruby Lola Dobson-White
William Brodie Rudd
Avery Rose Valerie Brodie

Marriages

There were no marriages at the Priory in December 2017

Funerals

30 November 2017 Annie Frost
4 December 2017 Nicholas Cockerill
8 December 2017 George Tingle (Infant)
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Services for January

Sunday 7 January – Baptism of Christ
8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30 am Mattins (BCP) 
6.30 pm Evensong (BCP)

Sunday 14 January - Second of Epiphany
8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30 am Sung Eucharist (CW)
6.30 pm Evensong (BCP)

Sunday 21 January – Third of Epiphany
8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30 am     Family Service
12.15 pm Baptisms
6.30 pm Sung Eucharist (CW)

Sunday 28 January - Candlemas
8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP
10.30 am        Parish Communion (CW)
3.00 pm Messy Church
6.30 pm Evensong (BCP)

Prayer for healing is offered at the Sung Eucharist (morning 
and evening) and at Parish Communion  services.

Weekday Services

Monday – Saturday 8.30 am Morning  Prayer    
                                          (except Bank Holidays)
Wednesday 4.30 pm  Prayer for the Parish

5.30 pm Holy Communion 
(BCP)
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Groups & Activities 
(in Church Rooms unless otherwise stated)

Mothers’ Union 1st Tuesday, 2.00 pm (Faith Spink 675649)

Priory Ladies Group 1st & 3rd Tuesdays 7.30 pm (Anne Pearson 424332)

Bell ringers Tuesdays, 7.00 pm in Priory (Trish Fozzard, 604398)

Hand bell Ringers Wednesdays 7.30 pm  (Evelyn Halford, 677458)

Priory Epiphany Contact (Yvonne Kurvits, 606954)

Rainbows Wednesdays, 5.45 pm (Emma Rudd, 07547 733889) 

Brownies Thursdays, 6.15 pm (Laura Harrison, 07828 208112)

Guides  Thursdays 7.30 pm (Jocelyn Barrett 07542248154)

Beavers Tuesdays, 5.45 pm (Janice Hardwick, 229664)

Cubs: Tuesdays, 6.30 pm (Michael Lupton, 07851 262971)

Scouts Tuesdays, 7.30 pm (Gary Trowbridge, 07931 950267)

Mothers & Toddlers Thursdays, 1.00–2.30 pm (Kerry Fawcett, 07717 
475795)

Choir Practice Boys – Mondays 4.30 pm Fridays 6.30 pm
Adults – Fridays 7.30 pm (Michael Smith, 670869)

Luncheon Club Wednesdays, 12.15 pm (Marion Lambert, 602191)

Priory Walking Club Last Monday of every month (Roger Fozzard 
604398)

Man Talk First Monday of every month – 6.30 pm at the 
Bull and Sun (Alan Watters 674437)
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