DEACON’S LETTER
What a difference a year makes. As I write this letter, we all await the
decision of the Government to what is and what is not allowed for us all
this Christmas. Whatever the outcome, we know it is going to be different. Services at the Priory are going to be different but we will still be
very much with you either by a live service or by a streamed service to
your home. The Priory will be there standing as a beacon of light in the
darkness as it has done for well over 900 years celebrating the most
amazing light of all, the light of Christ coming into the World.
More than ever we need light in our lives to dispel the darkness that we
are all experiencing at the moment, and there is no better time than
Christmas to celebrate light. With this is mind and to give us all hope
for the future, the Churches of Bridlington and surrounding villages are
asking that we decorate our windows with lights and this should be on
the theme of Light, Hope and Love. We are then asked to leave our
curtains open each evening from the 13th to the 20th December to let
everyone know we care about them as they see our lights on the walking routes around the town. For information on Streets of Light contact
streetsoflight@ccbn.org.uk or 01262 404100.
There is light at the end of the darkness of this pandemic, there is hope
that life will get better and we will get through this because first and
foremost we have God’s love and also our love for each other. With
that in mind, if you need to speak to any of the Clergy team at the Priory, please do not hesitate for one moment to telephone any one of us.
All of our numbers are listed on the facing page.
May the light of Christ break through any darkness you are experiencing now, and may he dispel any gloom as he brings joy, peace and rejoicing this Christmas and for evermore.

Jean your Deacon
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As we come to the end of a very difficult year I would like to thank
everyone for their continued support with items submitted each month
for the Priory magazine. I have, as most of you are aware, continued
to produce the monthly magazine for uploading to the Bridlington
Priory website with the blessing and support of Matthew and his
wonderful team. I felt it was important to continue producing the
magazine rather than cancel it altogether in order that we could, as
well as we were able, keep almost everyone up-to-date with changes
in services, visiting etc during this pandemic year. I’m just sorry that
not everyone has access to a computer and the internet. However,
having said that by August/September we were once again printing
and distributing the magazine to many parishioners. This will now
continue with the help of our wonderful distributors who venture out in
all weathers to deliver your monthly magazine, especially this
December copy as we are coming to the end of our second lockdown
period.
A very big thank you to everyone who has given me the support
needed to continue to produce the magazine through the year. All I
can say now is that I hope everyone has the very best Christmas and
New Year they possibly can and I look forward to more items coming in
for the next year of magazines.
Let us not forget why we celebrate Christmas as we do and pray to
God that we will soon be out of this sad situation and remember all
those that are ill and also remember all those that have passed from
this world into God’s hands. Thank you God for sending us your son
Jesus Christ to be part of our lives.
Best wishes.
Linda Kemp your Editor
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PRIORY GIFT SHOP
Gifts for all occasions

Wide selection of biscuits, preserves and confectionery
Opening Times

The Priory Gift Shop is current closed
until further notice
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Picture
The teacher asked her Sunday School class to draw a picture of a Bible story with a
Christmas theme. She was puzzled by Kate’s picture, which showed four people on
an airplane. She asked her which story it was meant to represent. ‘The Flight to
Egypt,’ was the reply.
Pointing at each figure, the teacher ventured: ‘That must be Mary, Joseph, and Baby
Jesus. But who’s the fourth person?”’
‘Oh,’ explained Kate happily, ‘that’s Pontius – the pilot!’

----------------------------------------------------------Miscellaneous observations during the Christmas season…
Putting on weight is the penalty for exceeding the feed limit.
Christmas: The time when everyone gets Santamental.
People say it’s the thought that counts, not the gift, but couldn’t people think a little
bigger?
Christmas is the season when your neighbour keeps you awake playing ‘Silent Night’.
You might as well do your Christmas hinting early this year.
Father to three-year old: “No, a reindeer is not a horse with TV antenna.”
Every year, Christmas becomes less a birthday and more a Clearance Sale.
Christmas is in my heart 12 months a year, and thanks to credit cards, it’s on my Visa
card statement 12 months a year as well.
Christmas is a time when people get emotional over family ties, particularly if they
have to wear one.
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Brian Tingle
Body repair specialist
ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE

East Coast Auto Service
MOT Service Repairs

MOT’s @ £24.99

Re-Sprays
Insurance Work
Scratches & Dents
3-5 Market Place, Bridlington,
East Yorks. YO16 4QJ
Tel/fax:- (01262) 671620
Mobile:- 07788 880036

Priory Garage, Sewerby Road,
Bridlington
Telephone: 01262 675475
All work carried out by qualified technicians

IAN WATSON
UPHOLSTERY
CONTRACT & DOMESTIC

Suit es & Chairs
Foam cut t o size, Repairs Et c

Hotels
Clubs
Care Homes
Pubs

Cars
Boats
Caravans
Bike Seats

Tel: 01262 609892
Greenways Workshop, 20 Church Green, Old Town, Bridlington
YO16 7JX
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PAUL ADAMS JOINERY
Time Served Joiner with over 30 years
experience.
All aspects of joinery work and property
repairs undertaken.
For Free Quotation contact Paul
Tel: (01262) 603154
MOB: 07805 283393
EMAIL Pauladamsjoinery@aol.com

The Virgin
Behold the Virgin approaching near,
And the Christ so young upon her breast,
Angels low-bowing before them here,
And the King of life saying, ‘Tis best’.
Old Celtic prayer

COPY DATE
for the January magazine is 7 December
Please send a copy to the Priory Office
using email if possible
(bridlingtonpriorymagazine@outlook.com)
Any articles received after this date may not be included
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QUALITY REMOVALS FOR 80
YEARS
80 YEARS CARING FOR CHERISHED
POSSESSIONS
SALES OFFICE
BRIDLINGTON, HORNSEA,
SCARBOROUGH, YORK, LONDON.
TEL 01262 672842
WWW.KIDDS.CO.UK

QUALITY REMOVALS
BY
T.KIDD AND SON LTD
KIDDS SERVICES
REMOVALS, STORAGE, COMMERCIAL REMOVALS,
INTERNATIONAL REMOVALS.
FREE QUOTATION WITHOUT ANY OBLIGATION
9

It is at this time of the year that we prioritise spending time with our
family and friends, but this year that is going to be a little harder to do.
When we are surrounded by our family at Christmas; sharing good
food, gifts, and laughter, it is often difficult to remember and keep in
our thoughts those that don’t have anyone to spend Christmas with.
With the pandemic this year it is gong to mean even more people in
our community will face the festive season alone, so this year make
some time to give your friends, family and maybe even someone new
a phone call or letter to make sure they know they are not alone and
are loved. Also, although we know the emergency and public services
work over Christmas every year, this year will be significantly harder
for the crews on shift. Spare a thought for them this year as they
continue to service and protect our communities.
If you are one of those who feel lonely this year just remember you are
never truly alone. God is always with you and comfort can be found in
the word of God.
Have a happy and healthy Christmas and may the new year bring you
joy with new beginnings.
With best wishes from the Priory Family.

This poignant message was composed by Grace Kemp
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With Christmas in mind…
Believe in God and you’ll believe in miracles. Believe in the baby of Bethlehem, and
you’ll experience one. – Anon
It is no use saying that we are born 2000 years too late to give room to Christ… Christ
is always with us, always asking for room in our hearts…. And giving shelter or food to
anyone who asks for it, or needs it, is giving it to Christ. – Dorothy Day
Human nature is like a stable inhabited by the ox of passion and the ass of prejudice –
animals which take up a lot of room and which I suppose most of us are feeding on the
quiet. And it is there between them, pushing them out, that Christ must be born, and in
their very manger He must be laid. – Evelyn Underhill
We must never allow anything to blind us to the true significance of what happened at
Bethlehem so long ago. Nothing can alter the fact that we live on a visited planet. – J B
Phillips
We are better givers than getters… The Christmas story – the one according to Luke,
not Dickens – is not about how blessed it is to be givers, but about how essential it is
to see ourselves as receivers. – William Willimon
We must speak in practical terms. Either Christ’s coming has meaning for us now, or
else it means nothing at all. – Christoph Blumhardt
The Word of God, Jesus Christ, on account of His great love for mankind, became
what we are in order to make us what He is Himself. – Irenaeus
Thankfully our Saviour is not Father Christmas. He gave His best to us because we
were not good. – Moe Bergeron
He who has no Christmas in his heart will never find Christmas under a tree. – Roy
Smith
Christ became what we are that He might make us what He is. – Athanasius
God became man to turn creatures into sons; not simply to produce better men of the
old kind but to produce a new kind of man. – C S Lewis
In Jesus Christ heaven meets earth and earth ascends to heaven. – Anon
Surely royalty in rags, angels in cells, is not descent compared to Deity in flesh! – H
Law
The hinge of history is on the door of a Bethlehem stable. – R Sockman
Love is what’s in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents for a minute and look around. – Anon
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Flamborough Flourish
Park in the village centre at the side of the road to North Landing,
north of the Cenotaph, ensuring you do not block any gateways.
The walk starts from here by going northwards towards North Landing
and as the road curves to the right, take the footpath signposted
straight ahead. There is a left turn around the back of the houses and
after 50m turn right again heading north. Carry on this path northwards – Caravan Park to the right - until you reach North Cliff, do not
go straight ahead but turn right.
You are now walking along the Headland Way between Filey and Bridlington, passing Thornwick Bay before you reach North Landing
where there are toilet facilities and refreshments (summer only).
Leaving by the coastal path, you are now walking towards Flamborough Lighthouse, which you will see ahead of you. You will also see –
and pass later – the Old Lighthouse, which is well inland. Part of the
way round you will walk alongside Flamborough golf course. Just before reaching the Lighthouse, - toilets and refreshments (summer only)
– turn right and following the path to the road. You are now heading
back to Flamborough village and after a few metres there is a footpath
at the side of the road. Carry along this footpath, past the Old Lighthouse, for approximately 1 mile until the road turns left; there take the
footpath on your right around the field boundary and into the housing
estate. Walk straight ahead and when the road veers right, carry on
straight ahead towards the Co-op. Crossing the road carefully, pass
the Co-op on your right down Allison Lane, right into Dog & Duck
Square, then left at The Ship Inn down Post Office Street which brings
you out at the roundabout near the Cenotaph.
This is a walk of 6 miles along clearly marked paths; allow 2.5 to 3
hours to complete.
If you do not have a car, there is a bus every hour during the day, from
Bridlington to Flamborough.
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Here is a recipe to use up all that left over Turkey you may have from
your Christmas Lunch

TURKEY SCHNITZEL
This recipe uses turkey leftovers but can be made using fresh turkey
escalopes, beaten flat.
4 Large Slices Cooked Turkey Breast
Flour
Salt and Pepper
Dried Thyme
1 Egg
Dried Breadcrumbs
Oil to fry
Measure 2-3 tablespoons flour onto large plate, add 1-2 teaspoons
dried thyme, season well and mix.
Beat egg in large shallow dish.
Cover a third large plate with
breadcrumbs. Coat turkey slices carefully in flour and herb mixture,
then in beaten egg and, finally, coat in breadcrumbs.
Heat oil in a large frying pan and fry the schnitzel for approximately 4
minutes on each side until golden brown. Serve with plain boiled rice
and a tossed salad.
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Everyday Christmas
(Mal 4:2, Mt 1:23)
Light a candle,
Look into the light,
Pray.
Light and life to all He
brings,
Risen with healing in His
wings
As the flame rises,
Smooth, bright,
Know the comfort of Christ
In the carol speaking
Afresh.
Bringing Jesus
Into heart and prayer.
Emmanuel, God with us.
Light of the world,
Out of the stable
Into our situations.
Because of Jesus
Christmas is everyday.
The Lord is here.
Hallelujah.

By Daphne Kitching
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24th December:

Christmas Eve

How do you celebrate Christmas Eve? It has its own customs, the most popular
of which is going to Midnight Mass, or the Christ-Mas. This is the only Mass of
the year that is allowed to start after sunset. In Catholic countries such as Spain,
Italy and Poland, Midnight Mass is in fact the most important church service of
the entire Christmas season, and many people traditionally fast beforehand. In
other countries, such as Belgium and Denmark, people dine during the evening,
and then go on to the Midnight Service.
The British are behind some countries when it comes to exchanging presents: in
Germany, Sweden and Portugal the custom is to exchange on Christmas Eve.
But the British are ahead of Serbia and Slovakia, where the Christmas tree is not
even brought into the house and decorated until Christmas Eve.
Yule logs are not so popular since the decline of the fireplace, but traditionally it
was lit on Christmas Eve from a bit of the previous year’s log, and then would be
burned non-stop until 12th Night (6th January). Tradition also decreed that any
greenery such as holly, ivy or mistletoe must wait until Christmas Eve until being
brought into the house.

25th December:

Why begin at midnight with Holy Communion?

The hour was first chosen at Rome in the fifth century to symbolise the idea that
Christ was born at midnight – a mystical idea in no way hindered by historical
evidence! No one knows the real hour of His birth.
Certainly, in recent times, Holy Communion at midnight on Christmas morning
has proved popular with modern families. One British writer pointed out its
“domestic convenience” in 1947: “for where there are children and no servants,
husband and wife may be unable to communicate at any other time.” (So things
don’t change, then!)
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25th December:

The history of Christmas

The Bible does not give a date for the birth of Jesus. In the third century it was suggested
that Jesus was conceived at the Spring equinox, 25th March, popularising the belief that He
was born nine months later on 25th December. John Chrysostom, the Archbishop of
Constantinople, encouraged Christians worldwide to make Christmas a holy day in about
400.
In the early Middle Ages, Christians celebrated a series of midwinter holy days. Epiphany
(which recalls the visit to the infant Jesus of the wise men bearing gifts) was the climax of 12
days of Christmas, beginning on 25th December. The Emperor Charlemagne chose 25th
December for his coronation in 800, and the prominence of Christmas Day rose. In England,
William the Conqueror also chose 25th December for his coronation in 1066, and the date
became a fixture both for religious observance and feasting.
Cooking a boar was a common feature of mediaeval Christmas feasts, and singing carols
accompanied it. Writers of the time lament the fact that the true significance of Christmas
was being lost because of partying. They condemn the rise of ‘misrule’ – drunken dancing
and promiscuity. The day was a public holiday, and traditions of bringing evergreen foliage
into the house and the exchange of gifts (usually on Epiphany) date from this time.
In the 17th century the rise of new Protestant denominations led to a rejection of many celebrations that were associated with Catholic Christianity. Christmas was one of them. After
the execution of Charles I, England’s Puritan rulers made the celebration of Christmas illegal
for 14 years. The restoration of Charles II ended the ban, but religious leaders continued to
discourage excess, especially in Scotland. In Western Europe (but not worldwide) the day for
exchanging gifts changed from Epiphany (6th January) to Christmas Day.
By the 1820s, the significance of Christmas was declining. Charles Dickens was one of several writers who sought to restore it. His novel A Christmas Carol was significant in reviving
merriment during the festival. He emphasised charity and family reunions, alongside religious
observance. Christmas trees, paper chains, cards and many well-known carols date from
this time. So did the tradition of Boxing Day, on 26 th December, when tradesmen who had
given reliable service during the year would collect ‘boxes’ of money or gifts from their
customers.
In Europe Santa Claus is the figure associated with the bringing of gifts. Santa Claus is a
shortening of the name of Saint Nicholas, who was a Christian bishop in the fourth century in
present-day Turkey. He was particularly noted for his care for children and for his generosity
to the poor. By the Middle Ages his appearance, in red bishop’s robes and a mitre, was
adored in the Netherlands and familiar across Europe.
Father Christmas dates from 17th century England, where he was a secular figure of good
cheer (more associated with drunkenness than gifts). The transformation of Santa Claus into
today’s Father Christmas started in New York in the 1880s, where his red robes and white
beard became potent advertising symbols. In some countries (such as Latin America and
Eastern Europe) the tradition attempts to combine the secular and religious elements by
holding that Santa Claus makes children’s presents and then gives them to the baby Jesus
to distribute.
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Across
1 Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)
4 ‘He stretches out the heavens like a — , and spreads them out like a tent to live in’ (Isaiah
40:22) (6)
7 What the dove carried the olive leaf in, when it returned to Noah’s ark (Genesis 8:11) (4)
8 Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)
9 Judah’s last king, who ended his days as a blind prisoner in Babylon (Jeremiah 52:11) (8)
13 ‘They all — and were satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) (3)
16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so was Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite (Job
2:11; 16:2) (4,9)
17 National Association of Evangelicals (of the USA) (1,1,1)
19 Popular song for New Year’s Eve, Auld — — (4,4)
24 Able dock (anag.) (8)
25 The number of stones David chose for his confrontation with Goliath (1 Samuel 17:40) (4)
26 Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6)
27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6)
Down
1 Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) (4)
2 Conciliatory (Titus

3:2) (9)

3 ‘Do this, whenever you — it, in remembrance of me’ (1 Corinthians 11:25) (5)
4 A group assisting in the governance of the Roman Catholic Church (5)
5 One of the gifts Joseph’s brothers took with them on their second journey to Egypt (Genesis
43:11) (4)
6 ‘Reach out your hand and — — into my side. Stop doubting and believe’ (John 20:27) (3,2)
10 Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthians 8:7) (5)
11 ‘What — — that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him?’ (Psalm 8:4)
(2,3)
12 Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5)
13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9)
14 Comes between 2 Chronicles and Nehemiah (4)
15 One of Israel’s northern towns conquered by Ben-Hadad (1 Kings 15:20) (4)
18 Narnia’s Lion (5)
20 One of the two rivers in which Naaman would have preferred to wash (2 Kings 5:12) (5)
21 Avarice—one of the evils that come from inside people (Mark 7:22) (5)
22 Knight Grand Cross of St Michael and St George (1,1,1,1)
23 Jacob’s first wife (Genesis 29:23) (4)
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Christmas Foretold
From untold glory to a manger of straw
Who could imagine such a thing?
From Eternity stepping down into Time
With very few to welcome Him in.
Mary and Joseph, shepherds and wise men,
In His mother’s arms the Baby lies,
Scripture describes these amazing events
As prophecy unravels before our eyes
The Books of the Bible all tell of His coming
His life, His death, redemption’s plan,
The King of glory revealed in God’s Word
Touching our earth in the form of a Man.
By Megan Carter
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Funerals held at the Priory
12 November 2020
17 November 2020
26 November 2020
30 November 2020

Sarah Bishop Blakemore
Sheila Stead
Anne Abbott
Peter Land
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SERVICES FOR DECEMBER
For the foreseeable future there is one service per week, a Celebration
of the Eucharist at 10.30 on a Sunday. The Priory is committed to resuming its usual pattern of services and promoting the Anglican Choral
Tradition as soon as it can safely do so.
Also, in response to limited demand, from the 1st August the Priory will
only be open for personal prayer two days a week: Wednesdays and
Saturdays between 10.00 am and 11.00 am.
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Groups and Activities
(in Church Rooms unless otherwise stated)
Mothers’ Union

1st Tuesday, 2.00 pm (Paula Burbidge 07895700963)

Priory Ladies Group

1st & 3rd Tuesday 7.30 pm (Anne Pearson
424332)

Bell ringers

Tuesdays, 7.00 pm in Priory
(Trish Fozzard, 604398)

Handbell Ringers

Wednesdays 7.30 pm (Evelyn Halford,
677458)

Chat and Craft

Every third Wednesday 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm

Rainbows

Wednesdays, 5.45 pm (Sophie Bell 07780463764)

Brownies

Thursdays, 6.00 pm (Laura Harrison,
07828208112)

Guides

Thursdays, 7.30 pm (Laura Harrison,
07828208112)

Beavers

Tuesdays, 5.45 pm (Janice Hardwick,
229664)

Cubs

Tuesdays, 6.30 pm (Michael Lupton
07851262971)
Emma Szpakowski (07715827945)

Scouts

Tuesdays, 7.30 pm (Michael Lupton
07851262971)

Mothers & Toddlers

Thursdays, 1.00 – 2.30 pm (Kerry Fawcett,
07717475795)

Choir Practice

Boys – Mondays 4.30 pm and Fridays 6.30 pm
Adults – Fridays 7.30 pm
Mr Paul Dewhurst (07747 627269)

Luncheon Club

Wednesdays, 12.15 pm (Marion Lambert, 602191)

Priory Walking Group

Last Monday of every month (Roger Fozzard, 604398)

Man Talk

First Monday of every month – 6.30 pm
at the Bull & Sun (Alan Watters 674437)
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