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Associate Minister’s Letter 
 

When New Year 2020 dawned none of us could have ever imagine 
what was in store.  Plans for any year can take an unexpected turn but 
2020 took twists and turns beyond our collective thinking.  So, as we 
come to the beginning of 2021 what are our plans?  Our priority is to 
stay safe meaning that even now we have no idea if any special  
occasion, such as a wedding or a big birthday party, will be able to take 
place as we had hoped. 
 
Perhaps instead you are considering some more achievable plans,  
personal ones such as a New Year resolution but not necessarily the 
obvious ones of losing weight or giving up smoking.  How about taking 
up a new hobby or resurrecting an old one, reading that book you 
placed strategically on the shelf to look impressive at a Zoom meeting 
but never did read. 
 
If facing a new year feels overwhelming with all its uncertainty let us  
remember that Jesus encourages us to look at a day at a time.  Jesus 
ends his Sermon on the Mount by encouraging us not to worry 
(Matthew 6: 25 – 34) concluding with ‘Do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will bring worries of its own.  Today’s trouble is enough for  
today’.  
 
Maybe one of the lessons we all need to learn more than ever is to take 
one day at a time, starting our day by asking God to give us strength 
for all that we face that day, knowing he is with us. 
 
As 2021 lies before us as an open book, let us not worry about the 
blank pages ahead but take a page at a time with the certainty that God 
is with us giving us hope for today.  He is there beside us when we are 
alone or facing uncertainty. 
 
The blessing as we turn the page to begin 2021 
 
‘The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  And the blessing of God almighty, the father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
 
Christine 
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Taken from ‘A child’s view of Christmas’ by Richard & Helen Exley.  It 
was written by a Katie Mitchell who was 14 at the time.   It is called “My 
Wish For You”. 
 
I wish you joy, 
Love with your friends, 
Happiness in your work, 
Fortune with your salary, 
Pleasure in your walks, 
Wellbeing in your dwelling, 
Health in your body, 
Beauty in yourself, 
Delight in all 
Kindness from your friends 
Excellence in all you do, 
Courage to do all well, 
Determination to get things right 
And tender love from all. 
 
 
 
This is an old Gaelic Blessing found at the end of a Christmas Antholo-
gy by Alan Titchmarsh. 
 
May the road rise up to meet you, 
May the sun shine always on your face, 
May the wind be always at your back, 
May the rains fall gently on your field and garden, 
And until we meet again, 
May God keep you  
In the hollow of His hand 
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PRIORY GIFT SHOP 

Gifts for all occasions 

 

 

 

Wide selection of biscuits, preserves and confectionery 

Opening Times 

 

The Priory Shop is currently  

closed to visitors 

Looking forward to 2021 
 
The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and he delights in His way. – 
Psalm 37:23 
 
In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths. – Proverbs 3:6 
 
Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God. – Corrie ten Boom 
 
In His love He clothes us, enfolds us and embraces us; that tender love  
completely surrounds us, never to leave us.  As I saw He is everything that is 
good. – Julian of Norwich 
 
Endurance and perseverance are qualities we would all like to possess, but we 
are loath to go through the process that produces them. – Jerry Bridges 
 
You can never plan the future by the past. – Edmund Burke 
 
What we look for does not come to pass. God finds a way for what none foresaw.  
– E 
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Choir Notes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

My life flows on in endless song 
Above earth's lamentation 

I hear the real though far off hymn 
That hails a new creation 

 
No storm can shake my inmost calm 

While to that rock I'm clinging 
It sounds an echo in my soul 
How can I keep from singing? 

 
What though the tempest round me roars 

I know the truth, it liveth 
What though the darkness round me close 

Songs in the night it giveth 
 

No storm can shake my inmost calm 
While to that rock I'm clinging 

Since love is Lord of heaven and earth 
How can I keep from singing? 

 
I lift my eyes, the cloud grows thin 

I see the blue above it 
And day by day this pathway smooths 

Since first I learned to love it 
 

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart 
A fountain ever springing 

All things are mine since I am his 
How can I keep from singing? 

 
(Psalm 145/Robert Wadsworth Lowry) 

 
 
 
 

           Continued on page 6 
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Continued from page 5 
 
 
Happy New Year to all members of the congregation and local community 
from the choir! We hope that this will be a healthier and happier year as vac-
cines are rolled out nationally. 
 
2020 has been a difficult year as the Corona Virus pandemic spread through 
the country. During the first lockdown the boys of the choir managed a weekly 
choir practice on ‘Zoom’ and recorded a number of pieces of music through 
‘Zoom’ that were uploaded onto the choir’s ‘You Tube’ page (Bridlington Priory 
Music). Once we got into the swing of technology, a fortnightly Songs of Praise 
was streamed via Facebook and You Tube, with individual contributions from 
all members of the choir (these recordings are still available to view).  
 
Choir Camp and all the usual activities have had to be postponed but we are 
heartened that the boys continued to ‘Zoom’ throughout this period. Thank you 
boys, for continuing to support the music ministry of the Priory through this 
time. 
 
We were pleased in September that the boys were able to begin practising in 
Church and help lead the Sunday services once more. Just as we were hop-
ing that the adults could join the boys we were back into Lockdown 2, though 
the adults managed to sing at Maxine’s ordination which was lovely to be part 
of. Advent heralded the return of the choir in a social distancing format using 
the choir stalls as well as the chancel. The adults sang Evensong on their (as 
well as a Eucharist) and began to join the boys once more. The boys sang at 
the streamed Christingle service and the choir sang for a live stream of Nine 
Lessons and Carols. It was good to be singing with each other once again. 
God willing, we pray that we can continue to sing into the new year and that 
the long-awaited start of the Girls’ Choir (that was planned for Advent) will be 
able to begin in earnest. We also look forward to the day when we can lead 
the congregational singing of hymns and psalms too. 
 
Christmas Raffle 
 
It has been a while since we have been able to do some fundraising for the 
choir and we were delighted with the support we received in the run up to 
Christmas with our Christmas Raffle. Many thanks to all those who supported 
us. Seven hampers were distributed to the winners, who were announced on 
the fourth Sunday of Advent. Nearly £1000 was raised for choir funds, a fan-
tastic amount for which we are very grateful to all of our supporters. Many 
thanks to the local businesses that supported the choir with donations too, in 
particular: Morrison’s Bridlington, Bridlington CYP, Sweetie Surprise, Carl’s 
Locksmiths, West Hill Premier Store, and the XCatalogue Shop. Thanks also 
to the Choir Committee for organising this, in particular Elkie Pitten. 
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East Coast Auto Service

MOT Service Repairs

MOT’s @ £24.99
Priory Garage, Sewerby Road, 

Bridlington
Telephone: 01262 675475

All work carried out by qualified technicians

Brian Tingle

Body repair specialist

ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE
Re-Sprays

Insurance Work
Scratches & Dents

3-5 Market Place, Bridlington, 
East Yorks. YO16 4QJ

Tel/fax:- (01262) 671620 
Mobile:- 07788 880036

IAN WATSON
UPHOLSTERY

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC

Suites & Chairs
Foam  cut  to size, Repairs Etc

Tel: 01262 609892

Greenways Workshop, 20 Church Green, Old Town, Bridlington

YO16 7JX

Hotels
Clubs
Care Homes
Pubs

Cars
Boats
Caravans
Bike Seats
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PAUL ADAMS JOINERY

Time Served Joiner with over 30 years 
experience.

All aspects of joinery work and property 
repairs undertaken.

For Free Quotation contact Paul

Tel: (01262) 603154
MOB: 07805 283393

EMAIL Pauladamsjoinery@aol.com

 COPY DATE 

for the February magazine is 4 January 

Please send a copy to the Priory Office  

using email if possible 

(bridlingtonpriorymagazine@outlook.com) 

Any articles received after this date may not be included 

 

A New Year’s resolution-prayer – following in His footsteps 
 
Almighty eternal, just and merciful God, grant us the desire to do only 
what pleases you, and the strength to do only what you command.  
Cleanse our souls, enlighten our minds, and inflame our hearts with 
your Holy Spirit, that we may follow in the footsteps of your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ. 
 
 
St Francis of Assisi (1182 – 1226) 
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Below are a few quotes supplied by staff at the Bridlington Community Mental 

Health Team for an ‘alternative’ Christmas Tree this year. 

 

“Christmas gives us an opportunity to pause and reflect on the important things 

around us.” 

 

“I think we should all strive to inspire hope in others in 2021!” 

 

“Every day is a new beginning, take a deep breath and start again.” 

 

“Have enough courage to trust love one more time and always one more time” ... 

Maya Angelou 

 

“Today is gone.  Today was fun.  Tomorrow is another one” … Dr Seuss 

 

“You may feel you are at the bottom of the tree at the moment, but the only way 

is up.   Keep on climbing and you’ll make it to the top.” 
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QUALITY   REMOVALS  FOR  80

YEARS

80  YEARS  CARING  FOR CHERISHED

POSSESSIONS

SALES  OFFICE

BRIDLINGTON,  HORNSEA,

SCARBOROUGH,  YORK,  LONDON.

TEL  01262  672842

WWW.KIDDS.CO.UK

QUALITY  REMOVALS
BY

T.KIDD AND SON  LTD

KIDDS  SERVICES

REMOVALS, STORAGE, COMMERCIAL  REMOVALS,

INTERNATIONAL  REMOVALS.

FREE  QUOTATION  WITHOUT  ANY  OBLIGATION
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Beeford Trotter 
 
A pleasant stroll along tracks and field boundaries with a reminder of a  
major ‘industry’ of East Yorkshire.   
 
Park your car off the main street in Beeford, at the side of the road leading 
to the church.  Walk along this road and turn left over the stile, when the 
road turns sharp right.  Carry along the field boundary, through a hedge and 
across another field to reach a farm track running from left to right.  Turn 
right and you are now heading towards Gembling.  The track turns into a 
footpath on the edge of a field until you have to do a slight dog leg to your 
right to cross over a beck.  Follow the field boundary.  As you approach 
Wood House Farm, keep to your left to cross the farm road approximately 
100 metres from the house.  Carry on heading in the same direction towards 
North Pasture Farm where you walk around a hedge to the right of the farm 
and join a track that wends its way to Gembling village, passing Gembling 
House on your way. 
 
Gembling is a small hamlet, rather than a village with a few houses and 
farms set back from the narrow road.  After passing through Gembling you 
follow the road to a junction and turn left for Foston on the Wolds.  After 
passing the Gembling School (a good kilometre out of the village) turn right 
at the ‘T’ junction and walk into Foston village.  You can spend time here 
looking around the church or have something to eat in the Pub (if it is open-
ing hours). 
 
Just before you get to the church, a footpath is sign posted off to the left.  
Follow this path which skirts a hedge on your right until you meet another 
path that crosses left to right.  Turn left and if you look into the distance, you 
will see Beeford church.  Once again you are walking along a field boundary 
and you take a dog leg to your left just after you have crossed a beck.   
 
Follow the field boundary with the hedge to your left until you come to a 
road.  Turn right and walk along the road for a kilometre until you see a  
footpath on your left at the boundary of a farm.  Keep the beck on your right 
and follow the path until it comes into a field.  Follow the way marks and 
cross towards the buildings, you are now walking parallel to Beeford High 
Street.  Just before you get to the buildings, there is another way mark 
which points back across the next field.  Follow this path and you will meet 
the farm track you walked along earlier.  Cross and return the way you came 
at the beginning of the walk or turn right and then left when you get to 
Beeford High Street. 
 
If you have time, then by all means go and look round Beeford church. 
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Smile Lines 

The cat 

 

A vicar and his wife were going out for the evening, and carefully set the security lights and put 

the cat out.  But when they opened the door to go to the taxi, the cat slipped back in and dis-

appeared upstairs.  Irritated, the vicar followed it. 

 

The wife waited with the taxi driver.  Not wanting him to know that they were leaving the par-

sonage empty, she said: “My husband is just upstairs for a quick word with my mother.” 

 

A few minutes later, the husband arrived, breathless.  “Sorry I took so long” he said, “but she 

put up a fight!  Stupid old thing was hiding under the bed and I had to poke her with a coat 

hanger and grab her by the scruff of the neck to get her out.” 

 

Films adapted for Wales 

 

It is said that the Welsh film industry has spent lockdown planning to remake numerous well-

known films, but this time with a Welsh flavour. The following have been suggested as sure 

winners: 

 

* 9½ Leeks 

* The Lost Boyos 

* Dai Hard 

* The Eagle has Llandudno 

* The Magnificent Severn 

* Haverfordwest Was Won 

* Austin Powys 

* Independence Dai 

* The Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch That    

   Time Forgot 

* The Bridge on the River Wye 

* The Welsh Patient 

* Look You Back in Bangor 

* Evans Can Wait 

* A Fishguard Called Rhondda 

* Where Eagles Aberdare 

* Dial M For Merthyr 
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6th Jan:           Where did the Wise Men come from? 
 
Magi from the East – it isn’t a lot to go on.  The Magi had originally been a  
religious caste among the Persians. Their devotion to astrology, divination and 
the interpretation of dreams led to an extension in the meaning of the word, and 
by the first century the Magi in Matthew’s gospel could have been astrologers 
from outside of Persia.  Some scholars believe they might have come from what 
was then Arabia Felix, or as we would say today, southern Arabia. 
 
It is true that in the first century astrology was practised there, and it was the  
region where the Queen of Sheba had lived.  She of course had visited Solomon 
and would have heard the prophecies about how one day a Messiah would be 
born to the Israelites and become their king. 
 
Matthew’s gospel (chapter 2) is clear that the Magi asked Herod: ‘Where is the 
One who has been born king of the Jews?  We saw His star in the east and have 
come to worship Him.’  So it is possible that in southern Arabia the Queen of  
Sheba’s story of how a Messiah would one day be sent to the Israelites had  
survived.  Certainly, there are a number of other early legends that connect 
southern Arabia with Solomon’s Israel. 
 
To many people this makes sense: that the ancient stories of a Messiah, linked to 
later astrological study, prompted these alert and god-fearing men to the  
realisation that something very stupendous was happening in Israel.  They  
realised that after all these centuries, the King of the Jews, the Messiah, was 
about to be born. 
 
One more interesting thing that gives weight to the theory that the Magi came 
from southern Arabia is this: if you study any map of Palestine as it was during 
biblical times, you will find that the old Arabian caravan routes all entered  
Palestine ‘from the East’. 

6th Jan:           Epiphany 
 
On 6th January we celebrate Epiphany – the visit of the Wise Men to the baby 
Jesus.  But who were these Wise Men?  No one knows for sure. Matthew calls 
them ‘Magi’, and that was the name of an ancient caste of a priestly kind from 
Persia.  It wasn’t until the third century that they were called kings – by a 
church father, Tertullian. 
 
Another church father, Origin, assumed there were three – to correspond with 
the gifts given.  Later Christian interpretation came to understand gold as a 
symbol of wisdom and wealth, incense as a symbol of worship and sacrifice, 
and myrrh as a symbol of healing – and even embalming.  Certainly Jesus 
challenged and set aright the way in which the world handled all three of these 
things. Since the 8th century, the Magi have had the names Balthasar, Caspar 
and Melchior. 
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Prayer for New Year 2021 
 
Dear Father God, 
 
Here we are, nervously wobbling on the brink of this New Year.  All 
our hopes, expectations, plans and possibilities for last year stolen 
by the relentless pandemic. 
 
The landscape of our lives has been shaken and changed, Lord.  
Nothing is the same.  Normality has been redefined. 2020 was a 
year like no other. How dare we move into the uncertainty of 2021? 
 
Lord, we dare – because of the one, wonderful certainty we do have 
– that You have been with us through it all.  Thank you that You sent 
Jesus to save us, to offer us that bigger reality of life for all eternity 
– if we put our trust in Him, Jesus, who never changes. 
 
You promise that You will never leave us or forsake us.  We will be 
able to navigate the challenges lie ahead, if we keep our eyes on 
Jesus, our compass; if we trust His Holy Spirit to lead us, however 
strange and unfamiliar the days of 2021 may be. 
 
You are with us!  You are with us!  You are with us! 
 
Thank you, Lord of the years, that You know and love each one of 
us, and that we are safe in Your hands.  We can go forward. 
 
In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
 
By Daphne Kitching 



17 

Plants in your front garden 
 
What’s in your front garden?  If it is sparse, why not consider adding some 
plants this year?  Apparently, the presence of greenery can lower your stress 
levels as much as two months of mindfulness sessions. Plants can also help 
you to feel happier. 
 
A recent trial study by the Royal Horticultural Society found that people who  
introduced ornamental plants such as juniper, azalea, clematis, lavender,  
daffodil bulbs and petunias had a significant lowering of the stress hormone, 
cortisol, and many reported that they felt ‘happier’. 

This month we celebrate Epiphany, when we remember the Magi from the 
East who followed a star to find the baby Jesus:  ‘Where is He?’ (Matthew 
2:1). 
 
At the start of a New Year, amid the uncertainty of the pandemic are we  
asking the same question?  The gifts they offered show us how we can find 
Him in the uncertainty of the coming year:  ‘they presented Him with gifts of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh.’ (2:11). 
 
The gift of gold reflects that the Magi saw in the baby a king, destined to rule 
over us all.  In this coming year we need to remember that Jesus is on the 
throne, the seat of power and authority in the whole universe.  Will we crown 
Him king of our lives and dedicate all that we are and do to Him? 
 
The gift of frankincense reflects that the visitors saw not just an earthly king, 
but God in human flesh. Incense symbolises the prayers of God’s people and 
so this gift reminds us that God is worthy of our worship and prayer.  Will we 
offer our praise and prayer, as we seek God to guide us through the  
uncertainties of this time? 
 
The gift of myrrh reflects that these astrologers saw beyond the baby’s birth 
and life, to His death which would secure life for all.  Jesus was offered myrrh 
on the cross and was a spice used in His tomb.  As we face the sufferings of 
this New Year, we can be confident that Jesus knows and understands our 
experience.  Are we ready to trust Him?                                                                                                                                                                 
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Across 

 

1 ‘Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a — began to crow’  

        (John 18:27) (4) 

3 Fetters (Job 33:11) (8)  

8 Perform on a musical instrument (1 Samuel 16:23) (4)  

9 Paul describes it as ‘the third heaven’ (2 Corinthians 12:2–4) (8)  

11 Loyally (Deuteronomy 11:13) (10)  

14 Hens? Me? (anag.) (6)  

15 Not visible (Matthew 6:6) (6)  

17 Predicted site of the final great battle (Revelation 16:16) (10)  

20 Jacob’s youngest son (Genesis 35:18) (8)  

21 One of Zophar’s eleven sons (1 Chronicles 7:36) (4) 

22 For example, London, Paris, Rome (8)  

23 United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (1,1,1,1) 

 

Down 

 

1 Favourite church activity: Fellowship round a — — — (3,2,3)  

2 Divinely bestowed powers or talents (8)  

4 Pile together (1 Thessalonians 2:16) (4,2)  

5 Commanded to justify (John 8:13) (10) 

6 Timothy’s Grandmother (2 Timothy 1:5) (4)  

7 Killed (Psalm 78:34) (4)  

10 One of Graham Kendrick’s best-known songs, — — King (3,7)  

12 Indecency (Mark 7:22) (8)  

13 Unceasing (Jeremiah 15:18) (8)  

16 He prophesied ‘the abomination that causes desolation’ (Matthew    

        24:15) (6)  

18 British Board of Film Classification (1,1,1,1)  

19 Pans (anag.) (4) 
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The Fourth Gift 
 
The fourth gift they had was 
Wisdom, 
The one they needed for themselves 
And the world. 
 
Wisdom 
To leave the familiar 
In search of a new security 
More precious than the gifts they 
gave. 
 
Wisdom 
To discover, in the starlit child, 
A significance above 
Gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
 
Wisdom 
And the eyes of faith 
To receive God’s showing 
Of His Son. 
 
The gifts we read about 
Were three, 
But the fourth gift they had was 
Wisdom. 
 
 
 
By Daphne Kitching 



21 

Funerals taken by the Clergy of the Priory 

 

26 November 2020   Ann Abbott 

2 December 2020     Canon Cyril Dawson 

7 December 2020     Stephen Smith 

8 December 2020     Neal Abbott 

16 December 2020    Audrey Geldard 

21 December 2020    Robert Redhead 

       John Hall 

22 December 2020    Marjorie Smith 

23 December 2020    May Beacher 

       Betty Jennison 

24 December 2020    Philippa Scholes 

29 December 2020    Christopher Donald 
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SERVICES FOR  

 

 

For the foreseeable future there is one service per week, a Celebration 

of the Eucharist at 10.30 on a Sunday.  The Priory is committed to re-

suming its usual pattern of services and promoting the Anglican Choral 

Tradition as soon as it can safely do so. 

 

Also, in response to limited demand, from the 1st August the Priory will 

only be open for personal prayer two days a week:  Wednesdays and 

Saturdays between 10.00 am and 11.00 am. 
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Groups and Activities 

(in Church Rooms unless otherwise stated) 

 

Mothers’ Union          1st Tuesday, 2.00 pm (Paula Burbidge 07895700963) 

Priory Ladies Group         1st & 3rd Tuesday 7.30 pm (Anne Pearson               

                                                                                               424332) 

Bell ringers           Tuesdays, 7.00 pm in Priory  

                                             (Trish Fozzard, 604398)                                                                              

Handbell Ringers           Wednesdays 7.30 pm (Evelyn Halford,  

                                                                                    677458) 

Chat and Craft     Every third Wednesday 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm 

Rainbows            Wednesdays, 5.45 pm (Sophie Bell 07780463764)  

Brownies                 Thursdays, 6.00 pm (Laura Harrison,  

                                                                                   07828208112) 

Guides                  Thursdays, 7.30 pm (Laura Harrison,  

                                                                                   07828208112) 

Beavers                         Tuesdays, 5.45 pm (Janice Hardwick,  

                                                                                   229664) 

Cubs                  Tuesdays, 6.30 pm (Michael Lupton  

                                                                                   07851262971) 

      Emma Szpakowski  (07715827945)  

Scouts                  Tuesdays, 7.30 pm (Michael Lupton  

                                                                                   07851262971) 

Mothers & Toddlers  Thursdays, 1.00 – 2.30 pm (Kerry Fawcett,  

                                                                                           07717475795) 

Choir Practice          Boys – Mondays 4.30 pm and Fridays 6.30 pm 

                   Adults – Fridays 7.30 pm  

      Mr Paul Dewhurst (07747 627269)  

Luncheon Club         Wednesdays, 12.15 pm (Marion Lambert, 602191) 

Priory Walking Group        Last Monday of every month (Roger Fozzard, 604398) 

Man Talk                  First Monday of every month – 6.30 pm 

                                            at the Bull & Sun (Alan Watters 674437)   


