
1 

Parish Deacon’s letter  
 

Last week as we were travelling home through Bempton and the cars in 
front came to a sudden stop.  On trying to see what we had stopped for, I 
spotted a hedgehog crossing the road.  Thankfully, the cars in front had 
spotted it and stopped to let it cross in safety.  It reminded me as we  
travelled along that, in all the busyness of life, we often forget what an im-
pact encounters between us humans and the wider animal world can have.  
Time in our gardens allows us to sit and do just that. 
 
This year we decided that we would transform our garden, we decided to 
get rid of the vegetable plot and plant more flowers to attract bees and  
other insects.  We have been rewarded with the most spectacular display 
of flowers and a constant humming of bees as they work away in the  
garden collecting pollen.  In transforming our garden and giving life to many 
creatures it has given life to us.  My garden has become for me my own 
piece of paradise.  It is a place where I can sit and meet with God.  
 
Spending time in my garden reminds me of the beautiful passage in St. 
John’s gospel, when Mary Magdalene mistakes Jesus for a gardener.  She 
has visited the tomb where she believes Jesus’ body lies.  Even though 
tears dim her vision she can see that Jesus’ body is gone.  She sees  
someone who she thinks is the gardener and asks the question “where 
have they taken him?”  He calls her name “Mary” and she knows she is 
looking at Jesus.  I took you for the gardener she says to him and later  
announces to the disciples “I have seen the Lord”. 
 
Author Margaret Silf describes the heart as a garden where we go to meet 
God in prayer and the place where God meets us.  There will be weeds 
there for sure and maybe brambles and thorns.  No human heart is without 
these.  Sometimes, perhaps it will be good to uproot them so that they 
don’t spread any further.  You will have to work at your garden if it is to  
remain a sacred space.  Remember paradise has to be tended.  We are 
not in sole charge of anything, not even ourselves, we are living cells in the 
body of all creation living in and alongside all inhabitants of the planet Earth 
and we must take better care of it. 
 
With love. 
 
 
Jean your Deacon 
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Female clergy by Peter Brierley 
 
In 1992 the Church of England voted to allow the ordination of  
women.  Since 2014 they have also been able to become Bishops. 
The percentage of female clergy across all denominations in the UK 
in 1992, the first year it was counted, was 7% (of which 5% was 
Church of England). 
 
By the year 2000 it was 10% for all denominations, by 2008 19%, by 
2016 21% and in 2019, the latest year available, it is 24% (but 29% 
for Church of England and 23% for their senior clergy). 
 
The Salvation Army has the largest proportion of female officers – an  
estimated 49% in 2020. The United Reformed Church has also had 
a high  
percentage – 36% in 2020. 
 
Likewise in 2020, the Methodist Church of Great Britain had 36%, 
and the Church of Scotland had 28%. In 2020 the Baptists had 15%, 
New Churches (especially Vineyard, Newfrontiers and Pioneer) 
16%, and Pentecostals 15%.  The Roman Catholics and the  
Orthodox have no women priests at all. 
 
How do these percentages compare with female leadership  
generally?   
Globally there are 21 women serving as the head of state or  
government in 193 countries, which is 11%. In the UK, of the top 
FTSE 100 companies only 5% of the CEOs are women.  Of the MPs 
returned in the 2019 general election, 34% were women.  In the UK 
regular Armed Forces, 11% are women. 
 
One can always make other comparisons, but by these few exam-
ples, the percentage of female ministers is at least comparable to, if 
not better than, other sections of British society. 
 
Dr Peter Brierley may be contacted on peter@brierleyres.com. 
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PRIORY GIFT SHOP 

Gifts for all occasions 

 

 

 

Wide selection of biscuits, preserves and confectionery 

Opening Times 

 

Monday to Friday 12.00 noon to 3.00 pm  

and  

Saturday 10.00 am to 12.00 noon 

 Items from the shop can be purchased during these times  

September Prayer 
 
Dear Lord 
 
September – the month of new beginnings for many, as summer fades and 
school and college terms start.  After such a strange time of restrictions, 
hopes of freedom, with warnings to be cautious, it is hard to know what to 
expect this September. 
 
We can’t know what lies ahead, Lord, but we can trust you to see us 
through whatever it turns out to be. 
 
Thank you for your promise, I will never leave you or forsake you… 
(Hebrews 13:5) 
 
Help us to hold fast to that promise, to keep trusting you – and to be  
thankful for each September day. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 
By Daphne Kitching 
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Alister McGrath is well-known as a theologian, but he 
started out as a scientist. After becoming a Christian 
as a student, he wanted to learn about his new faith 
so he studied theology at the same time as  
completing his PhD in molecular biophysics. He has 
not lost touch with science; but has continued to write 
and speak about how science and Christian faith work 
together. In this extract from a recently released  
interview, he shares his experience of being a  
scientist and a Christian. 
 
“I think my most vivid experience of wonder took place 
in the 1970’s when I was on vacation in Iran. We were 
travelling on a bus in the middle of the night because it wasn’t hot then, and the 
bus broke down. We found ourselves in the middle of this solemn black desert, 
and the night sky shone with a brilliance like I had never seen before. That just 
overwhelmed me, it made me think there is something  
really wonderful here. 
 
“Now, I was a Christian by that time and I knew how Christianity could answer that 
but it just struck me, that sense of wonder has two possible outcomes. One is  
science – this universe is wonderful, what’s it all about? But of course, it is also 
about religion, the deeper levels of things that science can’t really engage. I think 
one of the things I have discovered over time is that maybe this sense of wonder 
both opens the gateway to science and to faith, and that those two together are 
able to answer questions which on their own they simply couldn’t. 
 
“I think science is wonderful at asking questions. Some of those questions can be 
answered, but very often when you do answer them, they simply open up yet 
more questions. But of course, there are some more fundamental questions I 
think science simply cannot answer – they transcend its capacities to answer, and 
you might think of non-empirical questions like, ‘Why am I here? What is the 
meaning of life? What is good and how do I live a good life?’ 
 
“These are real questions and they’re good questions but they’re not scientific 
questions. And the psychologists tell us that we really need answers to those 
questions if we are to lead a fulfilled human existence. You find some scientists 
who say, ‘Well because science can’t answer them there are no answers to be 
given’, but actually most realise that there are answers waiting to be discovered – 
it’s just that science can’t deliver them. 
 
“Science fills in part of a big picture but there are parts of the picture you have to 
fill in from somewhere else. Science is part of the answer but only part, and faith 
supplements it, giving us a vision of life that is exciting and reliable, and also 
something that we can inhabit meaningfully.” 
 
Find more on wondersofthelivingworld.org 
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East Coast Auto Service

MOT Service Repairs

MOT’s @ £24.99
Priory Garage, Sewerby Road, 

Bridlington
Telephone: 01262 675475

All work carried out by qualified technicians

Brian Tingle

Body repair specialist

ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE
Re-Sprays

Insurance Work
Scratches & Dents

3-5 Market Place, Bridlington, 
East Yorks. YO16 4QJ

Tel/fax:- (01262) 671620 
Mobile:- 07788 880036

IAN WATSON
UPHOLSTERY

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC

Suites & Chairs
Foam  cut  to size, Repairs Etc

Tel: 01262 609892

Greenways Workshop, 20 Church Green, Old Town, Bridlington

YO16 7JX

Hotels
Clubs
Care Homes
Pubs

Cars
Boats
Caravans
Bike Seats
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PAUL ADAMS JOINERY

Time Served Joiner with over 30 years 
experience.

All aspects of joinery work and property 
repairs undertaken.

For Free Quotation contact Paul

Tel: (01262) 603154
MOB: 07805 283393

EMAIL Pauladamsjoinery@aol.com

 COPY DATE 

for the October magazine is 6 September 

Please send a copy to the Priory Office  

using email if possible 

(bridlingtonpriorymagazine@outlook.com) 

Any articles received after this date may not be included 

 

Friday 17 September: Volunteers Needed 
 
On Friday 17 September we are hoping to have a day in church  
putting everything back in its place and having a good tidy up and 
clean.  If you, or anyone you know, would be willing to help please 
come any time between 9.30 am and 3.00 pm.  Even if you can only 
come for an hour it would be greatly appreciated.  Many hands make 
light work!  Refreshments will be provided. 
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Smile Lines 
 
 
How different churches cope with adversity 
 
When a Methodist minister falls down the stairs, he picks himself up 
and says, “That was an experience, how do I learn from it?” 
 
When a Catholic priest falls down the stairs, he picks himself up and 
says, “I must have done something really bad to deserve that.” 
 
When a Presbyterian minister falls down the stairs, he picks himself 
up and says, “That was inevitable, I’m glad it’s over.” 
 
When a Baptist minister falls down the stairs, he picks himself up and 
says, “Which one of my deacons pushed me?” 
 
When a vicar falls down the stairs, he picks himself up and says, “Will 
I need a faculty to get the staircase repaired?” 
 
Flying Bishop 
 
The new Bishop wanted a bird’s eye view of his new diocese, so he 
had an idea.  He rang his local airfield to charter a flight, and was told 
that a twin-engine plane would be waiting for him. Arriving at the  
airfield, the bishop spotted a plane warming up outside a hangar. He 
jumped in, slammed the door shut, and shouted, “Let’s go!” 
 
At once the pilot taxied out, swung the plane into the wind and took 
off. Once in the air, the bishop spent several minutes enjoying the 
views, and looking for local landmarks.  Finally, he instructed the  
pilot, “Fly down the valley now and make low passes so I can take 
pictures of some of the best of the old parish churches.” 
 
“Why?” asked the pilot. 
 
“Because I’m the new bishop,” he replied happily, adjusting his  
camera, “and I want some good aerial views of my diocese.” 
 
The pilot was silent for a moment. Finally he stammered, “So, what 
you’re telling me, is, you’re NOT my flight instructor?” 
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With Back to Church Sunday in Mind this month 
 
Local churches are to be thought of not as churches of individuals, 
but, primarily, churches of families. – Paul Helm 
 
There is no place for any loose stone in God’s edifice. – Joseph Hall 
 
The Lord God hath given us three principal signs and marks by which 
we may know this His Church, that is to say, the Word, the sacra-
ments and discipline. – John Hooper 
 
A church is a hospital for sinners, not a museum for saints. 
 
A cold church, like cold butter, never spreads well. 
 
I believe in loyalty to the local church. I don’t believe in that view of the 
invisible church that makes you invisible at church! – Vance Havner 
 
Never futile is the work of the church, for it is a product not of the mind 
of man but of the sovereign grace of God. – William Hendriksen 
 
The church is the only society in the world that never loses any of its 
members, even by death. 
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QUALITY   REMOVALS  FOR  80

YEARS

80  YEARS  CARING  FOR CHERISHED

POSSESSIONS

SALES  OFFICE

BRIDLINGTON,  HORNSEA,

SCARBOROUGH,  YORK,  LONDON.

TEL  01262  672842

WWW.KIDDS.CO.UK

QUALITY  REMOVALS
BY

T.KIDD AND SON  LTD

KIDDS  SERVICES

REMOVALS, STORAGE, COMMERCIAL  REMOVALS,

INTERNATIONAL  REMOVALS.

FREE  QUOTATION  WITHOUT  ANY  OBLIGATION



12 

Cloughton Canter

This is a very pleasant walk along the disused Scarborough –

Whitby railway and the Cleveland Way. It is 4.5 miles long and

you should allow 2 hours.

Cloughton is on the A171 north of Scarborough. As you enter the

village, look for Station Road on your right, turn here and down to

the old railway station, which is now a Tea

Room/Accommodation, on your right. Park here at the

Scarborough end of the station ensuring you do not block any

entrances.

You should not have any difficulty navigating this walk but, as

usual, make sure you have the appropriate OS map. Leave the

station in a northerly direction, crossing the road, and follow the

track bed. Please note that this is a very popular route especially

with cyclists, so beware of other users. In approx 1km a bridge

crosses the track bed, leave here and walk along the road towards

the sea. At the end of the road you will see a signpost for the

Cleveland Way.

Turn right and you now follow it for approx 2 miles to Crook Ness.

There are wonderful views out to sea and along the coast line and

on a clear day Flamborough head will be visible. At Crook Ness

the path turns inland to a road at which you leave the Cleveland

Way. After 200m it turns left towards Burniston  and in 1km you

arrive at a bridge over the road which carries the old railway track

bed. (This is an alternative start point, if you don’t want to make

use of the Tea Room)

Join the railway in a northerly direction (turn right) and this leads

you back to Cloughton Station where most people go for “a cup of

tea and stickybun”.
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Sheep’s Tale 
(Luke 15:1-7) 
 
I didn’t know I was lost, 
Just thought I’d try a new path, 
Walk a different way for a while. 
After all, the rest of the flock 
Seemed so comfortable, so sure of themselves. 
I’d sometimes felt alone 
Even with the ninety-nine all around me. 
Then there was my voice – always one bleat be-
hind, 
And just because I sat behind that particular 
bush 
Where the ewes always congregate, 
I got pushed to the edge of the flock. 
So, yes, I’d strayed a bit, 
But I wouldn’t say I was lost exactly, 
Just wandering. 
 
That was until night fell, 
And I fell 
Deep into danger, 
Far from the flock, 
Lonely and yes, lost now 
And wanting so much to go home, 
Not knowing how, 
Needing help, 
And the night so dark. 
 
Then out of darkness 
His voice of light, 
Searching, 
His arms of rescue, 
Saving, 
 
His heart of love, 
Rejoicing 
Because He found me, 
My Shepherd. 
 
He came to look 
For me. 
 
 
 
By Daphne Kitching 
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The Parable of the Sower 
  
This month we are looking at the Parable of the Sower (Mark 4:1-20). 
It’s the story of a farmer who sowed his seed in different type of soils. 
These represent the different responses of the heart to God’s Word 
(v15-20): 
  
1) The hard heart: ‘like seed along the path…as soon as they hear it, 
Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them.’ (15). 
Some people, when they hear the message, get distracted eg social 
media, work or relationships. Personal priorities prevent them from 
hearing God. 
  
2) The shallow heart: ‘like seed sown on rocky places…since they 
have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution 
comes because of the word, they quickly fall away.’ (16,17). These are 
the people whose heart isn’t open to the message. When things  
become uncomfortable or discouraging, they are ready to quit. 
  
3) The crowded heart: ‘like seed sown among thorns…but the worries 
of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things 
come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.’ (18,19). This soil is 
most relevant for us today. People crave status, comfort, security and 
personal desires alongside the things of God. It’s a heart that is wor-
ried about life getting out of control! 
  
4) The open heart: ‘like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept 
it, and produce a crop – some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred 
times what was sown.’ (20).  This represents the open heart that  
listens and accepts Jesus’s word, and is ready to follow Him however 
difficult things become. 
  
What kind of soil is our heart? Are we hard, shallow, crowded or open? 
Do we have a heart of faith to follow Jesus in every aspect of our 
lives? 
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World Wide Fund for Nature celebrates 60 years 
 
The World Wildlife Fund (now the World Wide Fund for Nature) was found-
ed 60 years ago in Switzerland, on 11th September 1961.  It is now be-
lieved to be the world’s largest conservation group, working in wilderness 
preservation, and reducing human impact on the environment. 
 
A group of distinguished scientists, conservationists and businessmen, in-
cluding Sir Peter Scott and Sir Julian Huxley, put the organisation together 
and chose its original name and the famous panda logo.  It changed its 
name to the World Wide Fund for Nature in the UK and several other coun-
tries in 1989, but it still uses the initials WWF all over the world in advertis-
ing campaigns. 
 
The late Prince Philip has been President of both the UK and international 
branches, and he was concerned particularly with encouraging faith com-
munities to involve themselves in the environment.  This led to a major 
conference in Italy in 1986, resulting in huge global publicity and tens of 
thousands of faith-led environmental initiatives around the world. 
 
Although there has been criticism centring on the placing of environmental 
issues above human rights in some areas, the WWF now has more than 
five million supporters worldwide, working in more than 100 countries and 
supporting around 3,000 projects. 
 
 
By Tim Lenton 
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Reader Sunday is the day when we traditionally give 
thanks for the ministry of Readers, trained and licensed 
lay ministers, and many Readers are invited to lead  
worship or preach on that day. 
 
But what do Readers do? Readers in the Diocese of 
York undertake a wide range of ministry in support of 
the churches and communities in which they live. The 
amount of time and energy that a Reader can put into 
their Ministry varies depending on all their other  
commitments such as work and family but may include 
leading worship, preaching, leading house groups, pastoral care, taking  
funerals, baptism preparation, children and youth work and more! 
 
One of our long-standing Readers – David Local (pictured) from the parish of 
Yarm - says, “On 16th November 2021 I will celebrate 25 years of Reader  
Ministry all of which has been a joy. I have always particularly enjoyed leading 
worship, preaching and teaching. In addition my ministry with the sick, dying and 
bereaved families has been a great privilege. 
 
“Over the years when there have been clergy vacancies in other parishes in the 
Deanery I have always been willing to take Morning and/or Evening Prayer, or 
Matins and/or Evensong when requested. 
 
“In 2002 I felt called to become Lay Chair of Deanery Synod and since that time 
I have been on the Deanery Leadership Team. I am now in my third term as 
Reader with Permission to Officiate [technically retired but still busy - Ed] and 
feel it is now time to relinquish these duties. However, I would wish to continue 
with my Reader ministry as long as I am able and considered capable of doing 
so.” 
 
As for many Readers, David's duties have changed according to the situation in 
the parish, and particularly during the pandemic and now the current clergy  
vacancy in Yarm. 
 
“I am now covering the third vacancy in our parish since becoming a Reader. 
Because of the pandemic and being in vacancy since September 2020, when 
the Church building is closed as at present I lead three Zoom services per week. 
When the Church building has been open I have still led three Zoom services 
per week. Because of a significant number of our regular congregation have not 
been sufficiently confident to attend at Church, the Tuesday and Thursday Zoom 
services have taken place regardless. However, when leading a live Church  
service on a Sunday morning I have also led a Sunday Zoom service in the  
afternoon.” 
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Clues Across 

 

1 ‘Through [Christ] we have gained …. by faith into this grace’ (Romans 5:2) (6) 

4  Deprives of sight (Deuteronomy 16:19) (6) 

8  The words of a hymn do this (mostly) (5) 

9  Faithful allegiance (1 Chronicles 12:33) (7) 

10 Belgium’s chief port (7) 

11 Where John was baptizing ‘because there was plenty of water’ (John 3:23)  

     (5) 

12 Imposing height (Psalm 48:2) (9) 

17 Jesus’ tempter in the wilderness (Mark 1:13) (5) 

19 Comes between Amos and Jonah (7) 

21 ‘Your will be done’ …   as it is in heaven’ (Matthew 6:10) (2,5) 

22 Gale (Matthew 8:24) (5) 

23 Axle, eh? (anag.) (6) 

24 ‘Out of the… I cry to you, O Lord’ (Psalm 130:1) (6) 

 

Clues Down 

 

1  Popular Christian author and humorist, Plass (6) 

2  Transparent ice-like mineral (Revelation 4:6) (7) 

3  Method of compelling surrender by surrounding target of attack (2 Chronicles      

    32:1) (5) 

5  Expose (Isaiah 52:10) (3,4) 

6  Lonny (anag.) (5) 

7  Utterance (1 Timothy 1:15) (6) 

9  Husband of Deborah, the prophetess (Judges 4:4) (9) 

13 Burial service (Jeremiah 34:5) (7) 

14 What Christ threatened to do to the lukewarm church in Laodicea (Revelation                                                   

     3:16) (4,3) 

15 Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net (John 21:11) (6) 

16 His response to Jesus’ decision to return to Judea was ‘Let us also go, that    

     we may die with him’ (John 11:16) (6) 

18 There will be weeping and gnashing of … (Matthew 8:12) (5) 

20 Walkway between rows of pews in a church (5) 
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Night Sanctification 
 
Father, bless me and my body keep, 
Father, bless me in my soul; 
Father, bless me through this night of sleep, 
In my body and my soul. 
 
Father, bless me as I live my days, 
Father, bless me in my creed; 
Father, bless me in my binding ways, 
To my life and to my creed. 
 
Father, sanctify to me my speech, 
Father, sanctify my heart; 
Father, sanctify my portion each, 
In my speech and in my heart. 
 
 
 
From Poems of the Western Highlanders 
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Funerals held by the Priory Clergy 

 

2 August 2021     Ken Brown 

 

10 August 2021     Dorothy Day 

 

19 August 2021     Valerie Oldfield 

 

27 August 2021     Ron Webb 
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SERVICES FOR  SEPTEMBER 

 

 

 

Church services for the month of September will be held at 8.00 am and  

10.30 am each Sunday.  This service will be a Holy Communion  

service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Priory is committed to resuming its usual pattern of services and promoting 

the Anglican Choral Tradition as soon as it can safely do so. 
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Groups and Activities 

(in Church Rooms unless otherwise stated) 

 

Mothers’ Union          1st Tuesday, 2.00 pm (Paula Burbidge 07895700963) 

Priory Ladies Group         1st & 3rd Tuesday 7.30 pm (Anne Pearson               

                                                                                               424332) 

Bell ringers           Tuesdays, 7.00 pm in Priory  

                                             (Trish Fozzard, 604398)                                                                              

Handbell Ringers           Wednesdays 7.30 pm (Evelyn Halford,  

                                                                                    677458) 

Chat and Craft     Every third Wednesday 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm 

Rainbows            Wednesdays, 5.45 pm (Sophie Bell 07780463764)  

Brownies                 Thursdays, 6.00 pm (Laura Harrison,  

                                                                                   07828208112) 

Guides                  Thursdays, 7.30 pm (Laura Harrison,  

                                                                                   07828208112) 

Beavers                         Tuesdays, 5.45 pm (Janice Hardwick,  

                                                                                   229664) 

Cubs                  Tuesdays, 6.30 pm (Michael Lupton  

                                                                                   07851262971) 

      Emma Szpakowski  (07715827945)  

Scouts                  Tuesdays, 7.30 pm (Michael Lupton  

                                                                                   07851262971) 

Mothers & Toddlers  Thursdays, 1.00 – 2.30 pm (Kerry Fawcett,  

                                                                                           07717475795) 

Choir Practice          Boys – Mondays 4.30 pm and Fridays 6.30 pm 

                   Adults – Fridays 7.30 pm  

      Mr Paul Dewhurst (07747 627269)  

Luncheon Club         Wednesdays, 12.15 pm (Marion Lambert, 602191) 

Priory Walking Group        Last Monday of every month (Roger Fozzard, 604398) 

Man Talk                  First Monday of every month – 6.30 pm 

                                            at the Bull & Sun (Alan Watters 674437)   


